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Advertiſement. 


7 H. E 8 T6 if 3 folloving 
Treatiſe appearing to the Author 
to be of Importance; and being diſ- 
ſatisfied with ſome Things he had read, 
and heard concerning it, © he was &- 
termined to ſearch the Scriptures, in 
order to fee how Matters were there 
repreſented. The Iſſue of that Inquiry 
was ſatis factory to bim, and he hopes 
the Publication of it may 4 ferviceable 


70 others, 
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He aims at whe th but the „Dies 
very f Truth; but being very ſen- 
feble of his Liableneſs to Error and 
Miſtale, uiſbes what he has advanced 
may be candidly read, and no further 
admitted than it 3 to be well 
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Of a Future State in General. 


La ad HH E various Diſplays of 
PTE Wiſdom, Goodaels and 

Ss Power, which the Great 
Parent of the Univerſe 
Wy. has exhibited in the 
S Works of Nature, and 
particularly in our own - 
Frame, are not only a juſt Foundation of 
our higheſt Eſteem, Love and 9 
B ut 


Of a Future State in general. Ch. 1. 


but the proper Pledges of our future Well- 
being and Happineſs, if we be not wanting 
to ourſelves. For can we ſuppoſe, that that 
All-gracious Being, by the uniform Opera- 
tion of one of whoſe general Laws, we firſt 
aroſe into Exiſtence, and who, on our En- 
trance into this Life, provided all ſuitable 
Objects for the reaſonable Gratification of 
all thoſe various Powers and Capacities which 
we ngw enjoy; can we, I fay, ſuppoſe, that 
the Care and Goodneſs of ſuch a Being will 
deſert us at Death, any more than it did at 
our Birth? _ F 

Wr ſee his Care evidently extends to 
other Worlds than ours, otherwiſe this in- 
tire ſolar Syſtem could never exiſt in that 
beauteous and regular Manner, in which 


we ſee it does. And, if we have been Par- 


takers of the Divine Bounty and Care here, 
why ſhould we diſtruſt the Continuance of 
it, barely on our journeying into another 
Country, where we are nevertheleſs certain, 
that he ſame all-bounteous and benevolent 
Being continues to preſide. 


Our beſt Notions of the Deity, as the 


moral Governour of the World, lead us to 
expect a future State of Retribution, where 
he will reward Suffering-worth with abun- 
dant Joy, and render to the Wicked that 
bitter Portion, which their Crimes have 
deſerved. | 1 
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Ch. I. Of @ Future State in general. 


WHENCE is it that we are animated with 
the moſt joyous Hopes of future Happineſs, 
when we do well, and tormented with 
anxious Fears, when we do ill? And if 
theſe Feelings cannot be wholly rooted out, 
even in the moſt Vitious, are they not na- 
tural? And if natural, are they alone of all 
our Senſations given in vain ? Or, are they 
not rather implanted in us, as the moſt co- 
gent Motives to the Practice of that Virtue, 
which will inſure our preſent Peace and fu- 
ture Happineſs 

WE have already, ſeveral times over, loſt 
a great Part, or, perhaps, the Whole of our 
external Bodies, according to the certain 
eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature, and yet we re- 


Whole, by another common eftabliſhed 
Law of Naturg, Death, why may we not 
alſo remain th&-ſame ? That the Alienation 
has been gradhal in the one Caſe, and in 
the other wilF be inſtantaneous, does not 
prove any thigg to the contrary. 

Axp if we have paſſed undeſtroyed, 
through thoſe many and great Revolutions 
of Matter, ſo peculiarly appropriated to us, 
why ſhould we imagine Death will be fatal 
to us? 


ſon, and yet how different are the Features, 
5 B 2 Paſſions, 


Tux Child and the Man are the ſame Per- | 


&Y 


main the ſame living, conſcious Agents: By. Butler' 


when we ſhall loſe a greater Part, or the " 


f 


Locke Hu. 
Underſtand. 
Relig. Na. 
Delin. 


Of a Future State in general. Ch. I. 


Paſſions, Powers and Affections, of this 
ſame Individual, at different Periods : did 
we not ſee and obſerve the Infant ſhooting 
up to Youth and Manhood, ſhould we ever 
expect ſo great a Change ? Or ſhould we 
ever imagine, that we ourſelves were once 
Infants, and amuſed with the little Trifles 
and Toys of Childhood ? Did not Experi- 
ence confirm it, ſhould we not have thought 
it an abſolute Impoſſibility? And is the 
Wonder leflened, becauſe we ſee it? Or can 
we doubt the Power of that Almighty Be- 
ing to carry us fafe thro' Death, who has 
brought us thro' theſe ſucceſſive and won- 
derful Changes ? 

AnD, perhaps, Death is little more than a 
Separation of the Soul and Spirit from the 
external Body, and a temporary Suſpenſion 
of the active and perceptive Powers of the 
Spirit, for a ſhort Period, which, like that we 
experience from Sleep, or a Swoon, greatly 
affects all our living Powers, and at length 
ſuſpends the Exerciſe of them, and did we 
not ſee People returning from them to Life 
and Action, we ſhould have imagined, that 
theſe Suſpenſions had been the Deſtruction 
of our active mental Powers. 

AND as active Power is the proper Attri- 
bute of Spirit, and paſſive Power of Matter, 
hence it may be conjectured, that no created 


Spirits are tatally ſeparate from Matter, 
becauſe 


Ch. I. Of a Future State in general. 


becauſe they are both active and paſſive. 
It would therefore ſeem, that at Death our 
Spirits remain united to ſome material Sub- 
ſtance, which ſerves as a Vehicle, or ſecon- 
dary Body, to the Spirit, and may be deno- 
minated the Soul. 

AND this Diſtinction of Soul and Spirit 
is plainly adopted by the Scriptures, for St. 


Paul, in his Epiſtle to the 9 ſays 1 Thena, v. 
expreſly, I pray God your ⁊vbole Spirit and isl 


Soul, and Body be preſerved blameleſs unto the W. 
Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Ou preſent Bodies gravitate or adhere 
to this Earth, and our Souls at Death may 
as naturally tend to ſome other State, fitted 
for their Reception, and our preſent exter- 
nal Organs of Senſe may be the only Hin- 
derance to our exiſting immediately, and of 
courſe in that next State. And as our pre- 
ſent Bodies were, even in ſome Degree, 
previous to our Birth, formed for the Ac- 
tions and Enjoyments of this State ; ſo the 
Soul may be, and no doubt is, as naturally 
formed for the Actions and Enjoyments of 
that State into which it is to be born at 

Death, 


* Hence, ſays a judicious Author, it appears, that 
the happy State of the Chriſtian is not determined or 
fixed till the Coming of our Lord; in the mean while, 
he has 4 State of Trial to go through, in order to his 
being ſanctified and found blameleſs at our Lord's 
Coming. TAYLER on the Romans, p. 75. 


6 Of a Future State in general, Ch. I. 


Death, as our preſent Bodies were at our 
Birth formed for this; and as we arrive 
gradually to any enlarged Scene of Action 
and Enjoyment in this Life, ſo it may be 
in the next, 


AP. 


Ch. II. our Entrance, &c. 


CHAP. Il. 


Of our Entrance into the next State. 


S our Death here is our Birth or Ad- 
miſſion into the next State, ſo the Man- 

ner of it may be analogous to our Entrance 
upon this. We were introduced here by 
the Miniſtration of others, we were for a 
Time placed under their Tuition, and re- 
mained for a Space inſenſible where we were, 
our rational Powers being folded up, under 


the Teguments of Fleſh, till the Body was 


grown to a certain Degree, and then they 
awake and unfold to Action, not inſtanta- 
neouſly, but by ſlow and imperceptible De- 
grees. 

So in the next State we may be intro- 
duced and conveyed into it, by miniſtring 
Spirits; and the Soul may require ſome 
Time before its Organs are fitted or ripe 
for Action on that new Theatre, during 
which Time the rational Powers or Facul- 
ties may continue ſuſpended, as they are 
here in Sleep, and we may remain under 


the Nurture of guardian Angels or kindred 
ä Spirits, 
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John xi. 11, 
17. 


Mar. v. 39. 
Lu. viii. 52. 


Lu. vii. 15. 


Luke xviii, 
15, 16. 
Mat. xix. 14. 


xviii. 24. 


Mar, x. 144 


Of our Entrance into Ch. IT. 


Spirits, during this State of Inaction, ſimi- 
lar to the Stage of our Infancy. 
Ap we find, that Lazarus, who had 
been dead four Days, when recalled to Life, 
gives no Account of that other State into 
which he went ; but our Saviour ſays ex- 
preſly of him, that he ſeeped. So we are told 
that Jairus's Daughter fleeped, who was dead, 
and whoſe Spirit had left her, and came again, 
And when the Widow's Son of Nain was 
raiſed from the Dead, it is ſaid, that he fat 
up, and began to ſpeak, but not a Word is 
related as to any thing he had diſcovered or 
experienced in the State of the Dead, any 
more than if he had awoke from Sleep. 
And from theſe Inſtances, it ſeems highly 
probable, that the Soul, when firſt diſ- 
lodged from the Body, is in a State of In- 
ſenſibility ſimilar to that of Sleep, in which 
it may continue for ſome ſhort Space of 
Time, till its Organs are fitted for Action 
on that new Stage. 5 0 

And there the Souls of Infants and young 
Children may grow to maturity, and their 
rational Powers may unfold into Life and 
Action, although they were never diſcloſed 
here: and conſidering this Life as the ne- 
ceſſary Gate of Entrance into the next, 
their ſhort Appearance here, will not ſeem 


Jo infignificant, as ſome have imagined; 
and that ſuch ſhall live on the future Stage 
3 
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Ch. II. the next State. | 9 


is evident from Scripture, which informs 
us, that of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
When the Organs of the Soul are made 
meet for Action in the ſucceeding State, 
then, at ſome proper Period, the Spirit may 
awake, and the Memory and Conſciouſneſs 
of our then prior Exiſtence may return, as 
it ſeems to have done in the Caſe of our 
Saviour, when his Body was grown to a cer- 
tain Degree of Maturity. For we are told, 
that as be grew, he waxed ſtrong in Spirit, Luke i. 40, 
and that he increaſed in Wiſdom, and in Sta- * 
ture, and in Favour with God and Man, 
and yet when an Infant of Days, and even 
until he was Twelve Years old, he ſeems 
to have had no Notices of his Divine Ori- 
inal, | 
AND that the next State, will be a State 
of Life and Activity, ſeems apparent from 
what St. Paul relates of Paradiſe, (to which C xi. 4. 
Place, by the particular Favour of our Lord, 
the Penitent Thief went, even on the Day Lum ei. 
of his Crucifixion.) That he heard there 
Things unutterable, and how could he have 
heard there Things unutterable, if the In- 
habitants of the Place had not been in a 
State of Life and ſocial Converſe : and tho”, 
from a juſt Senſe of his own Uſefulneſs and Phil i. 24, 
Importance to the Chriſtian Church, he 5 
was ſometimes in a Strait between Two, 27 


whether to abide in the Fleſh, or to depart 
C and 


10 Of aur Entrance into Ch. II. 


and * be 4with Chrift, yet he pronounces the 

Laſt to be far the beſt ; and at other Times 

2 Cor. v. 8. he expreſſes his Willingneſs to be abſent 
from the Body, and to be preſent with the 

Lord, praying, that when he dropped this 

. earthly Houſe or Covering, his Spirit might 

4- not remain uncloathed, as the Body is un- 


dreſt and laid to Sleep, but rather that he 


might be cloathed upon, or inveſted with 
the proper Organs for Action on that new 
Stage, that ſo the Scenes of Mortality and 
Inactivity might be ſwallowed up and loſt, 
by the quick S ucceſſion of the State of 
Actwity. And we find that Moſes and 2 
6 , - . ; |; * 1 i W 0 


* To be with Chriſt, and to be preſent with the Lora, 
may be figurative Expreſſions, to denote that State which 
is the Reſidence of good Spirits, as being a State wherein 
they ſhall enjoy a nearer Intercourſe with Chriſt our 

_- Ford, who if not viſibly, may yet be in a more eſpecial 
Manner. preſent with them in Spirit, as he has promiſed 

to be here, when Two or Three are gathered together 

Mat. WIH. in his Name; and Paul tells us, that tho“ abſent in the 
or „ z, Fleſh, he was yet prgſant with the Corinthians, and 
Colol, ii. 5, zudged as if preſent ; and tho' abſent from the Coloſſians, 
yet he ſays, he was with them in the Spirit, joying and 

holding their Order. Or the Expreſſion may be lite · 
tally true, ds Chiiſt our Lord may frequently honour 
that intermediate State, wich his perſonal Preſence, as 
of old Time; he viſited this · Earth and communed with 
Abraham and Moſes, and others of the antient Worthies. 
Though the Setiptures plainly teach, that he is aſcended 

Ae: i.g. up into Heaven; ahd ſeated at the right Hand of God, 
Heb. i- 3- . from-whence he will come to judge the World, and then 
John xiv, 3. he will receive his Saints unto himſelf, arid reign over 
them in Perſon, under God the ſupreme Governour, 
that ſo he may be all in all, | | 
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Ch. II. the next State. 


who are called Men, when they appeared 7.31 


in Glory at our Saviour's Transfiguration, 
- talked with him concerning his Deceaſe to 
be accompliſhed at Feruſalem. And if Two 
departed Saints have been feen, in Form as 
Men, though glorious-in their Appearance, 
and have been heard to commune with the 
Lord of Life on Earth, ſurely we may fairly 
conclude that they are in a State of Activity 
and Sociability in the other World. 


BESI DES as God is called the God of the _ xxii, 


Living and not of the Dead; and as he 
ſtiles himſelf the God of Abraham; Iſaac and 
Facob, it follows, that theſe Patriarchs are 


now in Life, and in a State of Activity ſome- 


where. And as the Goſpel was preached 


to them that are Dead, and even to thoſe Pet. . 6. 
who had been Diſobedient, whilſt in the Ch. ii. 15, 


Body, it ſeems evident; that they muſt be i in 
2 State of Senſibility, and not of — 3 
otherwiſe how could they have heard it. 
- FROM whence it would ſeem that we may 
einde, that the State of Sleep and In- 
action will not be of any long Continuance, 
and perhaps it may be the peculiar Privi- 
_ of the Righteous to be detained but 
very ſhort Time in this State of Darkneſs 
— Shadow: of Death, from whence all 
may emerge to the Scenes of the ſucceeding 
State, as from a Dream. 50 
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Rev. xx. 13. 


Ads ii. 31. 


Rev. i. 18, 


CHAT. MH. 


Of Hades, or the I. ntermediate State 
between Death and the Reſurrectiom. 


1 E Region or State of departed Spirits 
is in the Scriptures called Ads, Ades, 

or Hades; thus it is ſaid of Chriſt, that his 
Soul was not left «is Ads in Hades, neither 
did his Fleſh ſee Corruption, and yet he 
was dead. | 
AnD we are told, that Chriſt hath the 
Keys or Power over the Region T# Adv 
of Hades, and Ts Oha of Death: How 
vain and impious then are the Pretenſions of 
the Romiſh Church, who arrogates to her- 
ſelf this Power, and boldly attempts to wreſt 
the Keys out of Chriſt's Hands, that ſo ſhe 
may apply them to her own corrupt Pur- 
poſes: But although ſhe has greatly cor- 
rupted the Scripture Doctrine concerning 
an intermediate State, we are not therefore 
to reject the Doctrine itſelf, any more than 
we are to reject Chriſtianity, becauſe many 
of its Profeſſors, both Papiſts and Proteſtants, 
have corrupted or miſrepreſented it, in a 
118. N variety 


ch. I. Of Hades, Gr. 


variety of Inſtances. No, we ought to read 
our Bibles carefully, interpret them ratio- 
nally, and judge freely for ourſelves, with- 
out being governed on the one Hand, by 
popular Prejudices, or on the other, by an 
unreaſonable Regard to the particular Opi- 
nions of learned or pious Men, who were 
both uninſpired and fallible, as well as we. 
Their Learning and Arguments may help, 
or guide us, in our Enquiries, but 'tis Rea- 
ſon and Scripture aloze that ſhould, deter- 
mine us, and whatever Doctrines theſe con- 
cur to ſupport, thoſe we ought to receive 
and embrace, whether they ſuit with the 
Faſhion of the Times or not. 

Tux Difficulties that attend the Scripture 
Doctrine of the intermediate State are ſo vari- 
ous, that far from aſſerting any thing poſitively 
with regard to it, I deſire only to be under- 
ſtood, as propoſing the following Sentiments 
to the Conſideration of my Readers, who 
muſt themſelves judge how far they are 
agreeable to Reaſon and Scripture. 


THAT the Soul upon Death goes ſome- 


where, no one can doubt, but where the par- 


13 


ticular place is, that departed Spirits ina - 


bit, Revelation has not declared, and Reaſon 


cannot diſcover, but the Conjectures of the 
Learned about it, have been various; though 


the two following ſeem to me the moſt 


ſpecious or probable, either that this Region 
of departed Spirits is in ſome or other of the 
$5 neigh- 


14 


Of Hades, Ge. Ch. III. 


neighbouring Stars, or elſe that it is in the 
interior Parts of this Earth. And they, who 


embrace the latter Opinion, ſuppoſe, that 


this Globe, which we inhabit, is only a large 
Arch or Shell ſpread over a vaſt Expanſe, 
beneath which Arch they imagine there is 
another Firmament, and beneath that an- 
other Earth, enlightened by another Sun, 
And if the interior Earth be @ Globe like 
this, but fixed, and not revolving on its own 
Axis, on one Side of it will be perpetual 
Day, and an eternal Spring, whilſt the other 
Side will remain in perpetual Night or Dark- 


neſs: A Deſcription nearly correſponding 


with the Notions of the Ancients, concern- 
ing their Ely/um and Tartarus, an Opinion 
perhaps derived to them by Tradition from 
the Patriarcbs, who might at firſt receive it 


by Revelation. And, indeed, when one ſees 


all Nature, ſo far as we can be it at leaſt, 
abounding with Life, one can ſcarce ima- 
gine, * ſo vaſt à Space, as that from the Sur- 


| face to the Center of our Earth, to be only 


a lifeleſs Maſs of Matter, unoccupied' by any 
rational, or even living Inhabitants. And 
St. Paul aſks, who fhall deſcend eis T 
' Afvooo into the Abyſs or Deep? That is, 
to bring up Chriſt again from the Dead. 

An 


From the Surface to the Center of the Earth is near 
4000 Miles, and its ſolid Contents 264,856,000,000 
cubic Miles, and its Surface 199,444,206 Miles. And 
we cannot penetrate it One Mile, 


Ch. III. Of Hades, Cc. 

An Expreſſion this, from whence one ſhould 
be led to think, the Abode of departed Spi- 
rits was rather in ſuch interior Earth as 
abovementioned, than elſewhere. 

Ap when the Soul ſhall awake from the 
Sleep of Death, to the Scenes of Activity, 
is it not probable that Chriſt, who has the 
Keys or Power of the Region of Death, 
may have appointed ſome proper Method for 
the Trial or Diſcovery of our moral Tempers 
and Diſpofitions, to attending Angels or Spi- 
rits, the appointed Witneſſes of ſuch Actions 
or Means, as may then be uſed for the Ma- 
nifeſtation of our Tempers and Diſpoſitions ? 
For the Scriptures no where (that I know 
of) ſpeak of any final or particular Trial or 
Judgment, till after the Reſurrection. Is it 
not then highly reaſonable to imagine, that 
ſoon after Death there is ſome proper Me- 
thod appointed for ſevering the Good from 
the Bad, by obſerving their general or pre- 
vailing Diſpoſitions? And may not attend- 
ing Angels, the Witneſſes of our Conduct, 
be likewiſe. the Meſſengers of the Lord or 
Governour of the Country, to conduct us 
to the Regions of Paradiſe, or * Tartarus, 
according as our Tempers and Diſpoſitions 
then are. 


Aup even Children may then give ſome 


evident Signs or Tokens of their natural 
and 


This Word is uſed here, as 2 Peter ii. 4. to de- 
note the Abode of unhappy Spirits in the next State. 


15 


16 Of Hades, Gr. Ch. III. 


and moral Diſpoſitions, though they had no 
Opportunity of diſplaying them here, and 
according to theſe, they may be conveyed 
to Paradiſe or Tartarus, as ſhall be beſt 
adapted to their moral Improvement, and 
where, as in Schools of milder or ſeverer 
Diſcipline, they may be trained up Candi- 
dates for immortal Happineſs. 
I. Tur Region [re [Haeaduos] of Para- 
diſe, literally a Garden, a Part of Hades, 
and the Reſidence of good Spirits. 
Lv.xxii.zz, To this Place our Saviour went, between 
the Time of his Death, and that of his "i 
Reſurrection, as it is apparent from what 
he ſaid to the Penitent Thief. And it 
is evident he did not aſcend to Heaven 
till after his Reſurrection, from what he 
John n. 1. ſays to his Diſciples, touch me not, for J 
am not yet aſcended, but go and tell my Bre- 
thren, that I aſcend unto my Father, and 
your Father, and to my God, and your God. 
15 fl. 2. And we are told that his Soul was in Hades, 
but not left there, being re- united to his 
Body, at his Reſurrection, after which, he 
aſcended into Heaven, and is ſat down at 
the Right-hand of Gd. 
2Cor. al. . HITRER * St. Paul was ſnatched, 
or caught up, rhaps by the Spirit, as 
4A. 1.39. Philip 59 Gam 65 Eunuch] and 
here he heard Things which it were im- 
poſſible to utter or declare, and yet from 
Verſe. 3. one ſhould: imagine, that we a 
tate 
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State in ſome Meaſure greatly ſimilar to 
this, ſince St. Paul could not tell but he 
was there in the Body, and if out of the 
Body, yet his Perceptions and Feelings 
there, ſeem to have been ſo like to what he 
experienced here, that he could not diſcern 
the Difference. 

AND every one, who ſubdueth his \ vitious 
Affections and Diſpoſitions, ſhall enter into 
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this happy State, and ſhall eat of the Fruit Ck”. 


of the Tree of Life, - which is in the Midſt 

of the Paradiſe of God. 

„ Anp as no State can ſubſiſt 3 
Laws and Magiſtrates, and as Chriſt hath 


the Keys of Hades and the World to come, Ren. i. 18. 


is put in Subjection to him, there can be He. u. 5.8; 


no Doubt but he hath inſtituted ſuch Regu- 
lations, as are highly becoming him, as a 
wiſe and benevolent Being, ſtudious of his 
Subject's Happineſs. 


II. Taglagos, 7. artarus, the Reſidence 8, 2 Pet. ii, 4. 


bad Spirits, or that Part of Hades, - 
which bad Men go. 

Tur unhappy Souls, who ſojourn there, 
ſeem expoſed to a Variety of Sufferings and 
Pains, undergoing ſuch medicinal Afflictions, 
as are analogous to thoſe we ſuffer in this 
World, and which in Scripture. Language 


are called Torments, and which in many . iy 24; 
may be heightened, by the inward F car of © "Ja 2. 


future e: exemplary Puniſhment. 
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W find that the Angels, who finned, 
were baniſhed from the, high and happy 
Abodes of Heaven, into this Region of 


2 Per, ii. 4. Tartarus, as St. Peter calls it, where they 


Jude 6. 


remain as Priſoners, confined by certain 
fixed, though to us unknown Laws, called 
in Scripture Metaphor everlaſting Chains un- 
der Darkneſs, waiting the grand Aſſize; 
and doubtleſs, thoſe who remain irreclaima- 
bly bad will then be caſt into the Fire 
prepared for them, and for all the finally 
Impenitent of the Children of Men. | 

Tux do not yet appear to be in a State 


of abſolute Miſery and Torment, for they 


inquired of Chriſt, if he was come to tor- 


Mat.vii.2g, ment them before their Time, and deſired of 


Mark v. 7. 
Lu. viii.2$, *: 


go into the Abyſs or Deep, [by ſome ſup- 


him that he. would not command them to 


poſed a Priſon, prepared for them, in Part 
of the interior -Earth, and in which they 


will at an appointed. Time be confined for, 


Rev. xr. 2. a thouſand Years,] and he granted their 
Per. i, . Requeſt. And if they are now reſerved un- 


off Jude 6, 


that Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, prepared, 
Meer a and perhaps then kindled, for their Execu- 


fo the Judgment of the great Day, their 


Trial is not yet come, nor their Sentence 
paſt, but at that Day they will be tryed, 
and if then caſt, they will be ſent” to 


tion. 


Ap if the Devils are not as yet in a 


State of abſolute Miſery and Torment, does 
| it 
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it not ſeem reaſonable to conclude, that bad 
Men are not ſo? But that like Priſoners 
they are waiting the Sentence of their Judge, 
and ſome of them, perhaps, ſubjected to 
grievous Pains and Sufferings, as we ſee 
many, even in this World, remaining long 
in a State of Miſery and Torment. How- 
ever, thus much is abſolutely certain, that 
all the natural and painful Conſequences of 
Vice muſt and will take Place there, as 
well as here. 

Bor the final, penal and pofitive Pu- 
niſhment of the Sons of Vice, muſt await 
the Sentence of the Great Day; for the 
Scripture declares, that the Unjuſt, or Un- Pet. ii. 9. 
righteous, are reſerved unto the Day of 
Judgment, to be puniſbed, from whence it 
follows, that they are not yet puniſhed, but 
are now impriſoned, awaiting their Trial, 
and ſome of them, it may be, are Priſoners in aa. 
of Hope, whilſt others may, even at their 
Departure out of this Life, have ſo far 
corrupted and extinguiſhed their moral 
Feelings, as to be beyond the Reach of 
moral Medicine, and therefore hopeleſs. 

HoweEveR, it ſeems, that the Benevolence 
of our Lord led him to viſit this Region, 

—for being put to Death in the Fleſh, but 
quickened in the Spirit, he went and 
preached to the Spirits in Priſon, even to . 
thoſe who were. diſobedient, and had re- 
jected the Preaching of Noah, And the 

. * Goſpel 


by. 
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Goſpel or Meſſage of glad Tidings was 


x Per. iv. 6. preached to them that are dead, not only for 


Eph. v. 27. 


perfect. May we not then hope that 


this Cauſe, that they might be judged 
thereby, according to their Works, as Men 
in the Fleſh, but that they might believe 
and live according to God in the Spirit. 
EveRy reaſonable Perſon muſt own, 
that from the moſt Victed to the moſt 5. 
there are almoſt infinite Degrees. In 


many, Good and Evil is ſo nearly blended, 


as to appear. equally balanced. And ſuch, 


who are neither perfectly holy, nor com- 


eatly wicked, do not ſeem to be fit Sub- 
jects, either for abſolute Happineſs, or com- 
pleat Miſery; but they ſeem rather deſerv- 


ing a middle State. | 


Some, hkewiſe are ſnatched out of this 
Life, perhaps juſt as their Converfion is be- 


gun, and can we imagine they will be pre- 


cluded an Opportuinty of berfecting it in the 
next State? : 


Wr have no Ground from Reaſon or 


Experience to imagine, that Men are made 
holy in an Ta/tant, by a Kind of Metamor- 
phoſis, when the Soul is ſeparated from 


the Body. And the Scriptures teach us, 
Heb.-ii.14: that without Holineſt no Man can ' ſee the 
Lord; and it is generally acknowledged, that 


there is ſcarce a Perſon to be found, whoſe 
Sanctification is iniſbed in this Life. We 
have not as yet attained, we are not already 


this 


Ch. III. 


this Sanctity of Heart and Soul, may, and 


will be compleated in the next Life? Since 


otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe the Deſtruction 
of great Numbers, who have not been able 
to compleat it in this Life, though they had 
entred upon it. 

AxD may we not hope, that ſuch, who - 
may be reclaimed from a carnal Mind and 
vitious Affections, either by the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, or by the medicinal Afflic- 


tions which may await them, may, at a 


proper Seaſon, by Chriſt's Appointment, 
who hath the Keys and Power of Hades, 
be conveyed and admitted into Paradiſe. 

AND even the Rich Man in the Parable, 
though repreſented as en to Ad, in Hades, Lu. i. 23. 
in a State of Suffering, is yet deſcribed as 


within View of Paradiſe, and from his 
penitent Behaviour, from his tender Concern 26 


for his Brethren, from Abraham's accepting 28. 
the Title of Father and calling him his Son, 23. 


he ſeems to have been yet in a probatio 


though ſuffering State, He had his 
good Things in this Life, and not improved 
them, but had indulged to a carnal Mind and 
a luxurious Courſe of Life. To reclaim 


him, he is delivered over to the proper ye. v. 26. 


Officers, by whonp he is impriſoned and 
tormented, with Afflictions ſharp and 
inful as Flame, a Scripture Metaphor for 5 =" 45- 
iſtreſs. And till a Change was wrought 


in him, he could not paſs into Paradiſe, Lu. xvi, 26. 


nor 
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nor the Inhabitants of Paradiſe come to him, 
being ſeparated by a great Gulph or Parti- 
tion fixed between them, which cannot he 
2 at Pleaſure, any more than the Inha- 
itants of a fortified Town can paſs and re- 
aſs the Walls and Ditches at Pleaſure, but 
Gates and Bridges each may be paſſed, 
with the Licenſe of the Governour. And 
thus we ſay a Perſon cannat paſs ſuch a Road, 
or ſuch a River, by which we do not mean 
that they are always impaſſable, but only 
till ſuch and ſuch Obſtructions are removed. 
Bur, after all, it is to be remembred, that 


this is no more than a Parable, the chief 


Deſign of which is evidently to ſhew, that 
honeſt and humble Worth, though cloathed 
with Poverty and Diſtreſs whilſt here, will 
yet be crowned with Happineſs in the next 
State, whilſt the Rich and Worthleſs, who 
have fared here ſumptuouſly every Day, 
ſhall there be in a State of Miſery: And as 
our Lord has not thought fit, by expound- 
ing this Parable, to inform us how far 2h: 
Figures made uſe of in it are to be taken 
literally, we cannot certainly conclude from 
it, either the preciſe Commencement, Na- 
ture, or Continuance of the ſucceeding States 
repreſented in it. 

Mx ſee ſome Men fo obdurate, even in 
this World, that neither Mercies nor Diſ- 
treſſes melt them, but their moral Feelings 


ſeem extinct, they have drank ſo deep ib 
c 


h. II. ch. Iii: Of Hades, Se. 23 


15 the Cup of Vice and Folly as to be intoxi- 
not be cated and ſtupified therewith, and fo ren- 
Ina. I dred inſenfible of, or mattentive to thoſe 
nd re. great and divine Truths which are calcu- 
«of af hated for the amending and dignifying our 
>; I Natures, So there are others, ſuch hardy 
P And Slaves to their vitious Affections and Diſpo- 
3 tions, as wilfully and knowingly to oppoſe 
mean ! Doctrines atteſted by the moſt ſtupendous 


t only Miracles, becauſe they thwart their beloved 
Y Luſts. This ſeems. to have been the Caſe 
of thoſe Jews, who, although they ſaw our 


pow Saviout's Miracles, and were convinced in u. at. a, 
2 their own Conſciences, that they were per- . | 
Rathed formed by a divine Power, yet maliciouſſy | 
35 imputed them to Satan, rather than they 24 


* next would ſabmit to that pure and heavenly | 
Doctrine which they enforced. And if all | 
the grand and benevolent Miracles that he 


— — — 


Lay. wrought were not. ſufficient to call forth 1 
LET their Attention and Submiſſion to the Truth, | 
| what Hopes can there be now of reclaiming * | 

ar the 0 S 1 
taken ſuch? It ſeems vain to expect that ſuch are | 
From within the Reach of Penitence and Holineſs, | 
| 


4 (4 without hich there can be no Forgiveneſs, nei- zu za. 
ther in this World, nor in the World to come. 
So that it may be ſaid of ſome, as it was of 
Judas, it had been good for them, if they 
Dit had not been born. Pains and Sufferings 
may indeed make Men ſorry for their Sins, 
e of but in order to obtain Happineſs, there muſt 
Ae be a Love to God and Virtue, and the rn 
| mu 
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muſt glow with Benevolence. Affections 
theſe! not eaſy to be generated in bad Minds. 
Nay ſome, perhaps, have Minds fo callous 
or hardened, by a conſtant Courſe of Sin 
and Malevolence, as to render it as diſſicult, 
F not impoſſible, to impreſs them with the 
Image and Charms of Virtue, as in the com- 
mon Courſe of Things, it is impoſſible, to 


impreſs a Statue with moral Feelings. 


Tuus cruel Murderers, ſavage Inquiſitors, 
the execrable Tyrants and Perſecutors of the 
Heathen and Chriſtian World, who have 
rioted in Blood, and ſported with the Lives 
and Miſeries of Men; and, in ſhort, all the 
hardened Sons of Violence and Fraud, who 
have ſo far corrupted their moral Feelings, 
as to have extinguiſhed the Seeds of Huma- 
nity and Benevolence; theſe, I ſay, ſeem 
beyond the Reach of moral Medicine, and 
doomed to Deſtruction, as incapable of Pe- 
nitence, and thoſe livelyFeelings of Benevo- 
lence and Humanity, without which there 
can be no Forgiveneſs nor moral Happineſs: 
Theſe are a Nuſance to the Species, and are 
perhaps now ſullen or frantick Priſoners, by 
Fits howling and groaning under the juſt 

Reva uniſhment : But never 
breathing the tender Sigh of Remorſe and 
Compaſſion, for thoſe they have murdered 
or injured ; never viewing with Abhorrence 
and Deteſtation the Part they acted in the 
guilty and cruel Scenes of Life: Till at 


length 
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length divine Juſtice awakes, and calls them 
forth to Judgment ; and then, as Examples 
of Terror to the rational World, they will 
be led away'to a moſt laſting, awful and ig- 
nominious Execution, the Deteſtation of 
Angels and Men, who will all rejoice in the 
Juſtice of their Sentence. 

AND3s it poſſible for many to go out of this 
World, loſt to all Hopes of Recovery? Then 


| let no one indulge himſelf in a Courſe of Vice 
here, under the Notion of Amendment in the 


next State, for ſuch a Conduct is not only 
highly criminal in itſelf, and for which the 
Offender would doubtleſs be puniſhed, but 
the very Temper leading to ſuch a Conduct, 
is % fatal a Symtom of that callous, hard- 
ned State of Mind, which bids bat too fair 
to iſſue in total Ruin and Miſery. And the 
Inattention of the Party to his Danger is 
but like the unfeeling Inſenſibility of a Pa- 
tient who is ſeized with a Mortification, 
which is every Hour advancing, and even 
attacking his Vitals, before he is aware of 
his Danger. e 

Tnus the thoughtleſs Sinner may be every 
Day impairing his moral Feelings, till, at 
length, he is loſt to all worthy Actions and 
Sentiments, and is corrupted beyond the 
Reach of moral Medicine, as adminiſtred 
in the common Courſe of the divine Proce- 
dure; and we have no Reaſon to expect that 
God will reverſe the common Courſe of his 

| E divine 
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divine Adminiſtration for us. And we ſee, 
though Chriſt, as the divine Phyſician hen 
on Earth, healed many of their moral and 
natural Maladies, yet all did not avail them- 
ſelves of his divine Art, all were not con- 
verted by his Preaching, but many remain- 
ed wholly unaffected by his divine Inſtruc- 
tions and Reproofs, and ſo it may be in the 
World to come; and there is no Reaſon to 
expect, that God will go out of the ſuν 
Met bod of his divine Adminiſtration to ſave 
them; and, therefore, ſuch as neglect to 
comply with that Method, which he has 
wiſely and kindly contrived for their Re- 
covery, will at laſt periſh by their Diſeaſe. 
Bur although there may be Hopes in 
ſome Caſes, that the Sinner may be — 
in the next State, yet theſe Hopes extend 
ot to all / and if thou ſhouldſt, miſtake thy 
Caſe, Sinner ! and it ſhould prove hopeleſs, 
where art thou then? Reſolve, therefore, 
to be virtuous, and never run the dreadful 
Riſque. Z CET ER 

WovuLD not that Man, think you, be de- 
ſervedly eſteemed a Fool, who for @ few 
Days of luxurious Rioting, ſhould injure 
and impair his Conſtitution in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to be whale Years ſubjected to Sick- 
neſe, and to the moſt painful Method of 
Cure, if he ſhould at length be recovered, 
though pechaps his Diſorder may have pro- 
ceeded ſo far, that, after Years of * 
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he dies at laſt the Victim of his Diſeaſe, the 
fatal Effects of his Folly? And this may be 


thy Caſe, Oh Sinner! Think then ſeriouſly 


of thy Condition, beſtir thyſelf in time, 
before thy Caſe becomes deſperate, and thy 
Diſeaſe is beyond the Reach of moral Medi- 
eine. The Caſe, I fear with many, even in 
this Life, who are yet inſenſible of their 
Danger, or at leaſt take no proper Means 


to avoid it; but like the fooliſh Virgins in M. =». 


IO, 11, 12. 


the Parable, they ſlumber, and I fear will 
flumber on in Stupidity, till their Lord 
comes, and awakes them to a Senſe of their 


Danger, and then they will cry out for Help, 
when none is to be had, having neglected 


the golden Opportunity of arraying them- 
ſelves in the reſplendent Robes of Virtue, 
they will be diſowned by our Lord, as un- 
worthy an Admiſſion into the Society of his 
wiſe and faithful Followers, and he will 
then tell them, he knows them noet. 
Ap the reſpective Inhabitants of Para- 
diſe and Tartarus, may be, nay moſt pro- 
bably are, in their reſpective Provinces or 
Principalities, in a State of ſocial Intercourſe; 
ſo that theſe kindred Souls may again re- 
ſume their antient Friendſhips, not being 
long divided, even in Death. | 


AnD, in this intermediate State, it is 


highly probable we may be Spectators of 
many grand and intereſting Scenes, in the 
great Brama of Creation, at leaſt we cannot 
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well remain wholly ignorant of what paſles 
here, ſince kindred Spirits, who are perpe- 
tually paſſing from hence to that other 
State, muſt. be able to inform us of the 
Tranſactions of this Stage, from whence 
they come ; thus the rich Man in the Pa- 
rable is repreſented, as recollecting what 
nad paſſed on Earth, as that he had five 
Brethren at his Father's Houſe, and that 
they would not believe, unleſs one was ſent 
to them from the Dead. 

Tus the Souls of all thoſe, who are de- 


parted, both good and bad, ſeem to be de- 


tained in Hades, waiting the Reſurrection ; 
ſome in Paradiſe, ' and ſome. in Tartarus ; 
whilſt their Bodies are ſleeping in the Duſt. 
And it is obſervable, we are told of Davzd, 
even after Chriſt's Death, that he was not 
aſcended into Heaven, and if not in Heaven, 
where muſt he be, but in ſome intermediate 
State. And it ſeems evident; that the Bleſſed 
are not to inherit or poſſeſs Heaven, till 
after the- general Judgment, and then, and 
not before, the Wicked or finally Impenitent, 
like Tares will be caſt into the Lake or 
Furnace of Fire, thete to be burnt up. 
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C HA P. IV: 
0 F the General Reſurrefiom, and 


General Tudgment. 


HE Reſurrection of the Body is a Doc- 
trine peculiar to Chriſtianity, and how- 
ever ſurpriſing it may appear to our narrow 
Apprehenſions, yet, doubtleſs, the ſame Al- 
mighty Power, which at firſt formed us, 
can by Ways and Means ſtrictly natural, 


though to us unknown, reanimate even our 


dead Bodies, by uniting our Souls to ſome 
* Stamina of the Body, which may be pre- 
l | ſerved 


*All that is eſſential to the Body is the original Sta- 
men which exiſted in the animal Ovaria ar Semen. This 


' we may conceive as a minute Speck or Point, much leſs, 


but yet like the Oak, in the Acorn, the compleat Tree 


in all its Parts, only in Embrio; and this may be of ſuch 
2 Nature as not to be ſeparated or tore aſunder, and 


likewiſe incapable of uniting with any other ſurrounding 
Matter. All this Bulk we ſee in the Body is only an 
Acretion to this original Stamen, an Addition of foreign 
Matter, of new Juices, to the primary ſolid Stamen. Tt 
ſeems to be ſomething of this Sort, both in Men, Ani- 
mals and Plants, which aſſimulates the perpetual Acre- 


tion of new Matter, into a Conformity of the Old, and 
pre- 


30 Of the General Reſurrection, Ch. IV. Cl 
ſerved diſtinct from all other compounding pe 


Matter. | du 

Our Bodies may then exhibit ſomewhat 16. 

of a different Appearance, from what they "i 

do now, and yet they may ſo far conſiſt of fre 

the ſame kind of Matter, and may be ſo fee 

nearly in the ſame Form as to be denomi- Pr 

ror. xr. nated the {ame Bodics. Thus Grain, which aft 
3. ſprings up from the Seed, is of the ſame cal 


Kind with the Seed, which yet in its Growth 
and Maturity exhibits a very different Ap- W 
pearance from the Seed which was firſt fown. ay 

For the Seed which is ſown, ſeemingly firſt 

dieth, and then is quickened ; God giveth 

it 2 Body or Stalk, he cloatheth it as with a 

green Veſture, and extendeth it abundantly, 

yet it is called the ſame Grain, | 
THz annual Renovation and Quickening 

of the. vegetative Kingdom. in the Spring, 

after the Death of Winter, and the various 

Tranſmutations in the animal World, pazti- 

cularly in the Cankerworm who drops her 

outward Skin, looſes her Form, intombs 
herſelf in a hardiſh Shell, and remains ſuſ- 

? pended 
* preſerves the diſtin Appearances of the ſeveral Species. 

ſbort, the Stamen ſeems to be the whole Body in Mi- 
niature; and Growth is only an Addition to its ſeveral 
Parts, adapting and fitting them for Action on the pre- 
ſent Stage. Now the /ame Stamen may doubtleſs pro- 
duce the ſame Form, but (if I may ſo ſpeak) a different 
Air and Aliment will produce different Juices; and 
therefore the Acretion or Growth being of new Matter, 
may, and doubtleſs will, have new Properties, different 
from our preſent Fleſh and Blood. 


OY 
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pended by a kind of Web, in ſome dry Place 


during the Winter: On breaking the Shell 
it ſeems only a meer Maſs of Corruption, 
but if let alone, in the Spring it emerges 
from its Grave a beauteous Butterfly. Theſe 
ſeem natural Indications of a Poſſibility and 
Probability of the Revival of the Body even 
after Death. 1 

Av if the Reſurrection of the Body once 
takes Place, all thoſe Objections mult vaniſh, 
which ſome have raiſed againſt a future State, 
as thinking it impoſſible for us to exiſt when 
ſeparated from the Body. For even, if we 


ſhould admit, that the Body is ſo neceſſary a 


Part of ourſelves, that we cannot think or 
reaſon without it ; nay, that Thinking and 
Reaſoning are only Faculties of it, as Ticking 
is of a Watch ; and that when the Body 
dies, what we call the Soul or Spirit ſhould 
be nothing more than Breath and Air: Yet 
if the ſeveral component Parts of this Ma- 
chine, our Body, like the Wheels of aWatch, 
which have been widely diſperſed, ſhould be 
again collected and brought together by the 
firſt Artiſt, and he ſhould once again breathe 


into the Body, the Breath of Life ; or, in ce. ii. 7. 


Job xxxiii. 4. 
am. ii. 26. 


dilate the Lungs, and ſet the Machine a go- Ker. 155 
ing, we ſhould. then begin again to think 


other Words, if he ſhould cauſe the Air to 


and reaſon, as. the Works of the Watch 
when replaced, and the Spring wound up, 
it would begin to tick, And if the Move- 


ment 
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ment commenced from the Point at which 
it ſtopt, the Machine would then be in the 
ſame Plight, as if it had never been ſtopt 
or taken to pieces. And this muſt ſeem- 
ingly be our Caſe, if the intermediate Space 
between Death and the Reſurrection, ſhould 
prove a State of Sleep and Inaction, as ſome 
take it to be. 

Bor with all thoſe, who believe the Serip- 
tures, there can be no doubt, as to the Poſſibi- 
lity of a Reſurrection, becauſe they afford us 
the fulleſt hiſtorical Evidence of the Fact it- 
Jelf as verified in the Caſe of cur Saviour, for 

1 Cor. xv. otherwiſe our Faith is in vain. But if his 
> Body, which was dead, roſe and revived, 
why may not ours? That divine Power 
which accompliſhed the One, can ſurely 
accompliſh the other, his Reſurrection being 

20. a Kind of Firſt Fruits, and Earneſt of our 
own. 

. Tnus at the appointed Time the Dead 
ſhall riſe, every Man in his own Order, and 
they that" are Chri/!'s true and faithful Fol- 

23. lowers ſhall riſe firſt, and the Bodies of 
theſe will be indued with new Qualities; for 
what is ſown in Corruption, will be. raiſed 

42, 43 · In Incorruption; what is ſown in Weakneſs, 

24. will be raiſed in Power ; and what is ſown 

a natural Body, will be raiſed a ſpiritual 
Body: and they ſhall bear the Image of Chriſt 

43. glorified or heavenly Body. And as Fleſh 
and Blood cannot, in its preſent Condition, 

inherit 
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inherit the Kingdom of God, therefore ſhall 


1 Cor. 


the corrupt, painful, and mortal Particles 5% 
of the Saints Bodies be changed, and they 
ſhall put on Incorruption and Immortality, 


and obtain an intire Victory over, or Deli- 
verance from the Regions and Powers of 
Death, or Hades; which V ictory and Deli- 
vekance is given them through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who by his Death hath ob- 


tained for the truly Penitent, the Forgive- 


neſs of Sins, and the Reſurrection to Life 
and Happineſs, taking away the Power and 
Sting of Death. 

Axp as they that have done well ſhall 


come forth unto the Reſurrectiom of Life ; 
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ſo they that have done Evil ſhall come forth Joh v. ay; 


to the Reſurrection of Damnation or Con- 
demnation, for all that are in their Graves, 
ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of Man, 
coming forth to Judgment. 

Now as the firſt Man Adam was made a 


living Soul, ſo was his Body made out of Gen. ii. 5, 


the Earth, Earthy ; and as in him all die, 5 


or our Bodies are all made ſubject to Death; 
ſo in Chriſt ſhall the Bodies of all revive; 
or be made alive, but every one in his own 
Order; firſt they that are Chriſt's, will be 
raiſed to Incorruption and Immortality, and 
impreſſed with the Image of the ſecond 
Man the Lord from Heaven. But of the 
Wicked it is only ſaid, as the firſt Man was 
of the Earth, — fuch are they that are 
Earthy 3 


22, 


27, 


| 48. 
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„ Cor. „. Earthy; they are as the firſt Man was, 
40. whoſe Image they bear, living Souls, in 
Bodies which are of the Earth, Earthy ; 
46. natural Bodies, which may corrupt and pe- 
riſh. And the Scriptures no where (that I 
know of) ſpeak of the future Duration of 
the Wicked, as Deathleſs or Eternal, but 
only that they will be raiſed again, and pu- 
niſhed for an indeterminate Space of Time, 
according to their reſpective Crimes, if not 

truly repented of, either here or hereafter. 
Thef. ir. 16. Tuus all will be raiſed, and all will be 
judged, for the Lord will deſcend from Hea- 
ven with a Shout, with the Voice of the 
Archangel, and the Trump of God and the 

Rev. xx. ra. Dead, ſmall and great, ſhall ſtand before 
God ; then will Hades, and the Shades of 
Death, deliver up the Dead which are in 

them, and we ſhall all appear before the 
Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, that every one 

may receive the Things done in the Body, 

Ger. v. 20. Or in this State of Life, according to that be 
hath done, whether it be Good or Bad, and 

every Man ſhall be judged according to his 
Works, or according to the Total of his Be- 
haviour, both here and in Hades; for the 
Expreſſion, that every one ſhall receive the 
Things done in the Body, no more excludes 

our Conduct in Hades, than if it had been ſaid, 


every one ſhall receive the Things done in 


his Youth, would have excluded his being 


judged for the Conduct of his riper Ty" 
KN an 
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and if we are rewyarded and puniſhed ac- 
cording to the Whole of our moral Conduct, 
both here and in Hades, it will be literally 
true, that every one will receive the Things 
done in this Body, or in this State of Things, 
ſince our Behaviour here, as well as there, 
will encreaſe our Reward, or heighten our 
Puniſhment. 

So that God will give every Man accord- M-:. on 1 
ing as bis Works ſhall be, and will determine 
the Meaſure of our Happineſs or Miſery, 
in exatt Proportion to our moral Tempers 
and Conduct in all Things doing Right. 
Ap when this grand and ſolemn Scene M 4. 
is cloſed, then will the End of the World 
come, and then the Angels will ſever the 
Wicked from among the Juſt, Then ſhall 
all thoſe that have done Iniquity be caſt 
into the Furnace or Lake of Fire, where 
there is wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth, and 
where they ſhall be burnt * as Stubble 53 Mal. iv, x. 
and then ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth as ns. 
the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father. 
Thus in the End, all Vice and Miſery will 
be exiled the World, and Virtue alone left 
triumphant, 


Rom. ii. 6. 


TX 
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HAF. 


Of the Words Forever, Forever ; and 
Ever, Everlaſting and Eternal. 


AS the Apoſtles, before they became Chriſ- 
# > tians, were Jews, ſo they appear not 
only to have been well acquainted with the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, but like- 
wiſe to have adopred a Variety of Words and 


Expreſſions from thence, into the New, 


which . were familiar to the Jews, 
and their Meaning well underſtood both by 
the native Jews, and the Jewiſh Proſelites, 


- who were chiefly the firſt Eonyerts to Chriſ- 


tianity, and had the Greek Verſion or Sep- 
tuagint Tranſlation of the Old Teſtament, 
chiefly in Uſe amongft them; and from 
whence it is evident the Apoſtles made many, 
if not moſt, of their Quotations. 

AnD by a careful. Examination into the 
obvious Meaning of ſuch ſimilar Words and 
Expreſſions, as we find them uſed in the 
Old Teſtament, we are frequently inſtructed 
an the true and natural Meaning of the ſame 

40s __ CHE +> Words 
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Words and Phraſes, when they occur in, 


the New. 5 
LET us then proceed to enquire Wow 
theſe Words, Forever, Forever and Ever, 


Everlaſting and Eternal, are uſed in the 
Old Teſtament, even according to our 
preſent Tranſlation. 

AnD Furſt, the Word Forever ö 
to be uſed to denote an uncertain Period of 
Duration, ſometimes ſhorter and ſometimes 


longer, but of which there is an End. 


Tur Lord promiſes Abraham, that he Cena; 
would give the Land of Canaan, to him and 
his Seed Forever. | 

THE ef" ctr are ordered to keep the Paſſ- bn 
over, a Feaſt by an Ordinance Forever. 
Tre Man-ſervant who loved his Maſter, d. u. 6. 


and choſe to continue in his Service; and 


had owned it before the Judges, was to 
continue his Servant Forever. 

Tur Jews are. forbid to alienate their 1 wn 
Poſſeſſions Forever. 

Tur Children of Strangers who were 46. 


— were to be an Inheritance to the 


ws Forever. 
Tus idolatrous Cities were to be deſtroyed Deu æli. 16. 


and made a Heap Forever. 


Tux Stones ſet up in Commemoration of Jon. iv. 5. 
the Mraelites paſſing Jordan, are ſaid to be a 


Memorial Forever. 


Josuya burnt Ai, and made it a Heap — 


Forever, even a Deſolation unto this Day. 


"Tis 
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je. xir.g, Is ſaid the Land, which was given to 2 
Caleb, ſhould be his Inheritance, and his , 
Children's Forever. H 
Sm. l. o. *T'1s ſaid the Lord had declared, that Els "7 
Houſe, and the Houſe of his Father, ſhould ; 

walk before him as his Prieſts Forever: But 
now the Lord ſaith, be it far from me ** 
King: n.3. "THE Lord, ſpeaking of Solomon's Temple, b | 
| ſays, ' I have hallowed : this Houſe which 2 
thou haſt built, to put my Name there | 
Forever. But if the People turned from * 


His Statutes, he threatned to caſt this Houſe 

out of his Sight, and to deſtroy it. 81 
Ih.xxxiv.9g. IT is ſaid the Streams of the Land 
. [Verſe 6. of Idumea] ſhall be turned into 
Pitch, and the Duſt thereof into Brimſtone, lik 
and the Land thereof ſhall become burning | 05 
Pitch, it ſhall not be quenched Night nor Day, i 


the Smoak thereof ſhall go up Forever. ns 
From Generation to Generation it ſhall lie * 
waſte, none ſhall: paſs through | it Forever L 

0 
and Ever. v6 


© 'Tis.faid the Princes, the Men of Judah, "41 
25. and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and the | > 
City itſelf ſhall remain Forever, but if they Pl 
would not. hearken to God, he tells them p 

I will kindle a. Fire in the Gates thereof, We 
and it ſhall devour the Palaces of Jeruſalem, 


and it ſhall not be guenched. * 6 
WE now come to the Words Forever fl Pr 
and Ever, which are likewiſe plainly — 
| | * 


for longer and ſhorter Periods, but which 


they had been forſaken and hated, yet the 


lency, the Joy of many Generations. 


his Seed after him for an Everlaſ/ing Poſſeſ- 
hon. 


to the Prieſt's Office, and 'tis ſaid their 
Anointing ſhall ſurely be an Everlaſting 
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ſtil] have an End. 

"Tis ſaid of the Sun, Moon, Stars, Pla. call. 
Heavens and Waters, that God hath eſta- © 
bliſhed them Forever and Euer. 

Gop promiſes the Jews, that if they I' i . 
would amend their Ways, he would cauſe 
them to dwell in this Place, in the Land 
he gave to their F athers, Forever and 
Ever. 

ToRx ye from the Evil of your Doings, xxv. g. 

and dwell in the Land that the Lord hath 
given unto you and to your Fathers Forever 
and Ever. 
Wr next proceed to the Words Eternal 
or Everlaſting and Perpetual, which are in 
like Manner uſed to denote longer and 
ſhorter Periods, whoſe Continuance is un- 
certain, but which ſtill have an End. 

Ir is promiſed the Jews, that although 1. ts. :;. 


Lord would make them an Eternal Excel- 
Tat Lord promiſed Taceb, he would Gen. xiviii, 
give him the Land of Canaan, to him and + 


AARON's Sons are ordered to be anointed Exed.x!.r5, 


Prieſthood, throughout their Generations. | 
 AnD 
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"AxD this ſhall be an Everlaſting . 


Ley. xvi. 34 
unto you to make an Atonement for the 


Children of Heel, for all their Sins, once a 


Fear. 
Tur Lord threatens the Jews, that he 


Jer.xxiii. 
4 will.caſt them out. of his Preſence, and 
bring an Everlaſting Reproach upon them, 
and a Perpetual Shame, which ſhall not be 


forgotten. > 

"T's ſaid that God meaſared the Earth, 

he beheld and drove aſunder the Nations, 
and the Everlaſting Mountains were ſcattered; 
the Perpetual-Hills did bow. . 
Axp the Scriptures in the Original,. evi- 
dently ſpeak of a Period even before and 
beyond What our Tranſlators have l 
rendered, Eternity. 

Tun Giants are by Moſes ſaid to have 
been mighty Men, which were a7" alaules, 
7 Eternity, Men of Renown. - 

TRE Rainbow is ſaid to- be a 88 
1 Verecis cis, for Eternal Generations. 
TRE Lord ſhall reign ro ala; a on 


Hab. Iii. 6. 


Gen. vi. 4. 


Fx. XY: 18. \ 


- aarx xcaittTl; Forever and un and far- | 


ther. 
Tur who convert Men to Ri ghteouſ- 


neſs. ſhall ſhine, as the Stars eis Toy ald K 


erl, to Eternity and farther. | 
Wr will walk in the Name of the 


Lord our God, es To amor, x21 ears, to 


Eternity, and beyond it. IV 
Tas 


Dan. xii. 3. 


Mich. iv. 5. 
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Taz Word Ales, Aiown, and its Deriva- 
fives, 'which in the preſent Tranſlation of 
our Bible, is frequently rendered Eternal, 


and Everlaſting, and Forever, Pen and 


literally, means only an Age or Period, or 


a long unknown Space of Time, as may 
appear from the following Texts, where 
our Tranflators have rendered it in that Man- 
ner, and had they rendered the ſame Word 
always in one and the ſame Phraſe, there 
could have been no Doubt about its Mean- 
ing, but, as they have varied the Expreſſion 
in the Tranſlation, though ĩt is not varied in 
the Original, this has introduced ſome 
Obſcurity into our Tranſlation, to remove 
which, as far as may be, I have, in the fol- 
lowing Texts, rendered the Word Alas, 
Aioum, Eternal or Eternity, as our Tranſla- 
tors have rendered it in ſome other Places, 
though, as I think, improperly. But from 
hence, I hope thoſe, who are unacquainted 
with the Scriptures in the Original, will yet 


be able to form a Judgment concerning the 


true Meaning of theſe Words. 
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Wnosonvrx ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Mat. xi.32, 


Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, vrt « 
TeT@ ro cl, neither in this Eternity [or 
Age] ere & ro E, nor in the next, For 
F uture] . 


- He alſo who received the Seed amon 


the Thorns, is he that heareth the W 


G and 


xiii. 22» 
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and the Cares, Ts Aiov@».Tere, of; this Eter- 
nity [or Age], and the Deceitfulneſs of 
Riches choak the Ward, and he becometh 
unfruitful. 

lat. xi. 399 TEE Harveſt, gurred dd Tu 3 5h is the 

End of Eternity, [or the End of the Age, 

ra or Period of the World.] In the next 

Verſe it is, ouyreAua Ts Alu Tere, the End 

of this Eternity [Age or Ara of the 

World.] 

The Diſciples aſk, what ſhall be the Sign 
of Chriſt's coming, xai Tys ourreAuas Tv Aiov@) 
TuTv, and of the End of Eternity [or Æra 
or Age of the World.] 

Cunts promiſes his Diſciples, he would 

with them, «ws Tys curr eas Tu Alf, 10 
the End of Eternity [or of the Era or Age 
of the World.] 

And the Cares, Te Along. Tre, of this E- 
ternity [or Age] choke the Word. 

As he ſpoke by the Words of his Holy 
Prophets, ar Alo, from Eternity [or from 
the firſt Age of the World.. 

«is TxreChildren,re Ales Tue, of this Eter- 
nity: [Age or Ara] are wiſer in their Gene- 
ration, than the Children of Light. . - 

«x . Tu Children, Ts Alo. rer, of this Eter- 
275. [Age or ra] marry and are given in 

ar 


riage 


xxiv. 3 · 


xxviii. 20. 


Mar, iii. 19. 


Lu. i. 70. 


ber they which ſhall be accounted wor- 


thy to obtain, Ts Alu. cue, that Eternity 
[ Ara 


ore 
before the Era or Ages of 'the Word, © ] 


alovlav, ere t 


Fore the Times of the Ages of the World, 
oc 
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[ Kra or Age] to come, neither marry, nor | 


are given in Marriage. 
Ex Tv Ae, fince the Beginning of Eter- Ihn in 32. 
nity [or the Age or Ara of this World] it 
has not been heard, that any One n the 
Eyes of a Man born blind. 

As he ſpoke by his Prophets, ew Aiar@y, aa fl. 2 
from Eternity, lor from the Firſt Age of the 
World.] 

AND be not conformed, r Al Turo, £0 Rom. xi, 2, 
this Eternity [or Age or Period of Being. ] 
.  WreRE is the Diſputer, Tz ing ur, of Cor. i. 20, 
this Eternity [or Age.) 
Tu Apoſtle ſays, he in not the i. & 
— Ts 4 ruru, of this Eternity,[ or 

nor of the Princes, 1 Airs TvT8, 
| 955 this Eternity, [or Age] that come to 
| But we ſpeak, ſays he, the 
Wide of God 1 in a ery, whit which Jr 
ordained, Tp Tay Aicaywy, 1 


Tux sx Things were written for our Ad- «= n. 
monition, upon whom ⁊a Tv Tay Aicvoy, the 
End 9 Y. Eternity [or Ara, or Ages of the 
World | is come. 
| THAT, TE Alas), in the Eternities, [or Eph. L. 7. 
Ages] to come, he might ſhew the exceed- 

ing Riches of his Grace, 

Tur Apoſtle ſpeaks of a Period, po Khun n 1, 

Times Eternal, [or be- 


Tux 
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«Ti. Tux fame Apoſtle ſpeaks again of a Pe” 
riod, TpoXporay Al, before the Times Eter” 
nal, [or before the Tunes of the firſt Age 
of the World. 
Nox of theſe Words, in theie natural 
Import, do ſignify an abſolute Eternity, in 
the aetaphyſical Senſe of that Word, unleſs 
when applied to God, and then the Nature 
of the Object gives a Senſe to the Words, 
whereof they are otherwiſe incapable. 
Ap the State of the Righteous and the 
Wicked, when deſcribed under theſe Words, 
can in no wiſe be proved without End, fince 
every Age has an End, and every. ra, or 
Period of Time, however long, has ſill a 
Concluſion. But we find that Immortality 
18 to the Rigliteous, and it is ſaid 
Ls, xx- 36. uf them, tliat they ſhall nut die any. 'more, ſo 
that the Duration of their Exiſtence. no 
Mays depends on theſe Words Eternal and 
Everlaſting, but is er Chg and _ 
Promiſes. 


g 991 . . 
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"EH AP vI. 
0 F the 5 rate of Puniſhment. 


O-Society whatever can ſubſiſt without 
+ * Laws, and Laws, without the Sanctions 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, are nothing. 
We are under the Divine Adminiſtration, 
and, as rational Beings, are properly ſuh- 
jected to Laws, which the Parent of the 
Univerſe has ena&ed for the Good and Wel- 
Fare of our Species, and if we violate theſe 
Laws, we muſt expect to be puniſhed, for, 
doubtleſs, the Deity will enforce his on 
Laws with proper Sanctions. "76 
Anp as we ſee, in Fact, many Men ſuf: 
fering, even in this World, moſt grievous 
— Torments, as the natural Effect 
of their Vices; tis therefore apparently not 
inconſiſtent with the Divine Benignity to 
ſubject his Creatures to Miſery, when they 
do ill. It cannot therefore be inconſiſtent 
with his Goodneſs to puniſh the Vitious in 
i= 'the World to comèe. 
A F, Nav, it would ftrongly argue a want of 
true Goodneſs and Wiſdom in the Deity, 


were 
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were he to omit puniſhing the Tranſgreſſors N 
.of his Laws, ſince this might ſink them into al 
Contempt, and in the End promote, even ci 
in a far greater Degree, thoſe very Evils m 

they were intended to prevent. | 
Bur then we are to rememher, that the cl 
End of all Puniſhment is, either to reclaim ls 
and reform the Criminal, or elſe by his Suf- IS 
ferings to deter others from offending. And E: 
the Puniſhment ought ever to bear au Pro- W. 
jon to the Offence, ſince all Pains inflict- in 


24 beyond thoſe Limits would degenerate in 

"WO meer Tyranny, and abſolute Cruelty, ' 

TurxkErokx we cannot, without the High- fir 

| elt Impiety, ſuppoſe, that the Father of Mer m 
"cies will puniſh any of his Creatures further MW, ftr 
than ſhall be neceſſary for theſe important ul 
Purpoſes; and their Puniſhment willd6ubt- ha 
leſs be exactly proportioned to their ſeveral up 
Offences. "And in whatever manner -Sin- or the 
Vice be eſtimated, it muſt be fzte, becauſe Co 

it is the Production or Act of a finite Kind, Co 
of finite Principles and Paſſions,” Andi it hoz 
ſhould be remembered, that if our Vices To 


were deſerving of infinite Puniſhment,” our wh 
' Virtues would, by the very fame Haney: be m 
_ deſerving of an infinite Reward. 
| Nah. i. 3 Oo will nat at all acquit theWicked, but 
| will puniſh thoſe ho Ailobey him, but yet he 


AL 

P 
FF & 
Mic. »i.13. retaineth not his Anger Forever, but is good for 
r an 8. to all, and his tender Mercies are over all 1 


11 cili, # his Works ; he vil not * or 
4 Wi 


Ch: VI. Of the State of Puniſiment. 45 
will he keep his Anger Forever, nor will he {#7 16. 


always be wroth, but, as the Father of Mer- 8 
cies, will have Compaſſion on the Work- 
manſhip of his Hands. | 

- NEVERTHELEss, he will doom the Irre- 
claimable Sons of Vice, at the Great Day, 

us ſteyay, to Geena or Hell, which by many M*- »: 29, 
is ſuppoſed to be the Conflagration of this * s. 
Earth(or the outward Shell thereof at leaſt), 33. 
which, after the Day of Judgment, they 
imagine will be ſet on Fire by a Comet; and Rer. . 
in this burning Atmoſphere they ſuppoſe the | 
Devil and his Angels, together with all the 

finally Impenitent, will be confined and tor- 
mented, till they are burnt up and de- 
ſtroyed. 

How vrx, it ſeems plain, that theſe will 

have different Degrees f. Pumſhment inflicted 

upon them; for we are told of ſome, that 

they ſhall receive the greater Damnation, or N. ci 0 
Condemnation in Proportion to their vicious Jin. 1. f. 
Conduct; thus it is ſaid of myſtical Babylon, | 
how much ſhe hath glorifyed herſelf, ſo much ken au. 
Torment and Sorrow give her, and unto, ; 4 
whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall Rc: 
much be required; and it ſhall be more Zoler- l. . 15. 
able for ' Sodom and Gomorrah, than thoſe ** 
Places which reject the Goſpel; and we read 

of others, of whom it is aſked; of how much | 
forer Puniſhment ſhall they be thought wor- #*. «. 25, 
thy, who have trodden under Foot the Son 
of God, and ſome are twofold more * Mag, . 

en 
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dren of Hell than others. Now, as every 
Greater ſuppoſeth a Leſſer, and every Sorer 
ſuppoſes a Milder, it ſeemeth evident, that 
there are Degrees of Puniſhment propor- 
tiened to the Offences of the Sinner; and 

Rer. xi. y. where Offences have been multiplied, the 
Puniſhment will be multiplied, 

AnD although Incorruption and Immor- 
tality are no where attributed to the Wicked, 
or finally Impenitent, yet their Puniſhment 

Mat. *. is Geſcribed as great and of long Continuance, 
$4. ix. 47. for it is ſaid, that they ſhall go away, 4s 
xoAaGiy aiwvior, into laſting Puniſhment, es 
Ty Teay Ts Tvpo into the Geena or Lake of 
Mat.wii.s. Fire, which is called, ve vb u, the laſt- 
ae ing Fire, in which they will be burnt 
ii. 12-25 Tares, Chaff, and Stubble, for behold 
Lok. iii.17. the Day cometh that ſhall burn as an Oven, 
and all the Proud, yea, and all that do wick- 
edly, ſhall be Stubble. And the Day that 
cometh ſhall burn them up, that it ſhall leave 


them neither Root nor Branch, but they ſhall 


Per. ii, 12- urteriy periſb, for their End is Deftrudtion 

Mil. ii. 19. 

= Thel. i. 9. and EL be puniſhed, oN air, with 
laſting Death or Deſtruction, by Him who 

er. x-28: jg able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Geena 

1. . 12 1. or Hell, and this is the ſecond Death. 
„Ax the better to enable the Reader to 


form a true Judgment in this Matter, he is 


deſired to ſurvey the following Texts with 
Attention, and then to form his own Con- 
eluſions, concerning the true Senſe of them. 

BROAD 
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BROAD is the Way that leadeth to De- Mat. iu. 
ruction. 
- FEAR him who is able to de eftroy bath Mar. «. 8, 
Body and Soul in Geena or Hell. 
Trost who believe in Chriſt ſhall not jobaii. 1g. 
periſh, but have eternal or laſting Life, 
which implies, that thoſe, who do not be- 
lieve in Chriſt, ſhall periſh, and ſhall not 
have eternal Life. 
CuRIST ſays, he gives eternal or laſting John x. 28, 
Life unto his Sheep, and they ſhall never 
periſh, which implies, that thoſe who are 
not his Sheep ſhall periſh, 
UDAS is called the Son of Perdition, John wil 
is faid to be loſt. 
Were faid the Wicked are as natural Brute . pe. fl. 1. 
Beaſts made to be taken and deſtroyed, and 
that they ſhall wterly perifh in their own 
Corruption. 

Tux Lord ſhall conſume the Wicked, with Ter k. x. 
the Spirit of his Mouth, and ſhall & eftroy 
them, with the Brightneſs of his Coming. 

Tur Wicked are ſaid to * periſh. 

| Tur Wicked ſhall be puniſhed with laſt- , Trec.i.g 
who ing or everlaſting Deſtru#tion. © ' 


Teena Tux End of the Wicked is * Deſtruction. Phit.iii. rg, 
* Tux 
er to * The Word AToMaujui, which is here rendered, to 
he is Periſh, or Deſtroy, is likewiſe ufed in the following 
with Senſes ; via. To kill.] Mat. ii. 13. ch. iii. 6. ch. xii. 
14 ch. xxvi. 52. ch. xxvii. 20. John x. 10. To put 
Con- | o Death.) at. xxi. 41. ch. Xxii. 7. © Mar. ix. 22. 
hem. Lake vi. 9. John xvili. 14. To brake to pieces] Mat. 
ROAD ix. 17 Mar. ii. 22. Luke v. 37. To corrupt.] John 


vi. 27. Heb. i. 11. 1 Pet. i. 7. 
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Tim. i. . THE Luſts of Men are ſaid to drown them R 
in De/truftion and Perdition. | re 
Rom. vi.zi, THE Exp of Sin is Death, but the Fruit d: 
of Holineſs is Everlaſting Life. If 
az Tur Wages of Sin are Death. th 
- Rom. vii.6, To be carnally minded is Death, but to ci 
be ſpiritually minded is Life and Peace. pe 
Rer. ü. zz. HF that overcometh, ſhall not be hurt of m 
the Second Deatb. | in 
x. 6. On the Holy the Second Death hath no th 
Power, which implies; that on the Unholy * 


it will have Power and Place. ex 
Rom. l. 12. Tnosk who have ſinned without Law, 
hall periſb without Law. av 
x Cor. l 8. Fo the Preaching of the Croſs, is to them m 
that periſb fooliſhneſs. lat 
20. lu 1, FoR we are unto God a ſweet Savour of E; 
„Chriſt, in them that are ſaved; and in them 
that periſh, to the One we are the Savour of nil 
Death unto Death, and to the other the Sa- or 
vour of Life unto Life. W. 
2 Pet. il. 9. THE Lord is not willing that any ſhould leſ 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repen- ing 
tance. | | 


7- Tur Conflagration, which enſues the Ge- 
neral Judgment, is faid to be the Perdition 
of ungodly Men. 

Nn. ALL Unrighteouſneſs is Sin, but not unto 

Death; the Sin; which is not unto Death, 
ſhall be forgiven. But there is a Sin unto 
Death, : | 

TuxszE 


ESE 
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THEsE are the repeated Declarations of 
Revelation, and is there my thing in them 
repugnant to Reaſon? Is there any thing 
dark and obſcure in their literal Meaning ? 
If not, why ſhould we heſitate to receive 
them in thei full and literal Senſe Eſpe- 
cially, when the literal Senſe ſtands unim- 
peached by any other Paſſages, unleſs ſome 
may imagine thoſe Expreſſions, which occur 
in the Three following Texts, are contra 
thereto, and for the Satisfaction of thoſ. 
who may think ſo, we will conſider and 
examine them. 


An theſe [that have done Evil] ſhall 


away, ts xa\aciv Aiavio to laſting Puni —* 


ment; our Tranſlation has it, into Ever- 
laſting Puniſhment. But the Righteous «s 
Tam Atcoyior to laſting Life. 

From hence it is obvious, that the Pu- 


niſhment of the Impenitent will not be ſhort 


or trifling, but long and laſting, though it no 
ways follows that their Duration will be end- 
leſs, becauſe their Puniſhment will be laſt- 
ing. For if any one was ſentenced to a lin- 


gering and painful Death, would any from 
thence infer, that the Life of the Criminal 


was to be protected or drawn out, even to 


an endleſs Duration; ſo that although he 


was ſentenced to die, yet he ſhould not die, 


but live. Should we not rather underſtand 


the Meaning of the Judge to be, that the 
Criminal ſhould be oanithed ſo long as he 


H 2 lived, 
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lived, or until he died, without any thing 
more. And if the Puniſhment of the 
Wicked be as durable as their Beings, it 
will be, and appear to them, Everlaſting, 
though at laſt extinguiſhed in Death. 

AND it is obſervable, that whilſt the State 
of the Righteous is ever denominated by 
Life, the future State of the Wicked is ever 
mentioned as a State of laſting Pain and Mi- 
ſery, ending in Death and Deſtruction. 

AnD tho' the Puniſhment of the Wicked 
and the Life of the Righteous are both called, 
Aigvicy laſting, or as we have it rendered, 
Everlaſting; yet this being a relative Term, 


8 applied to different Subjects, it will have a 


different Meaning. Thus, when applied to 
the Righteous, who will hereafter be en- 
dued with Immortality, it certainly means 
a Life of a long if not endleſs Duration: 
But when applied to the Wicked, who are 
mortal, periſhing Subjects, it cannot mean 
they ſhall continue Forever, unleſs they 
were to be made immortal, but only that 
they ſhall be puniſhed for a Period, of a 
long and indeterminate Continuance. Thus 
when we ſay a bad Son is a perpetual Tor- 
ment to his Parents or Friends, or that ſuch 
and ſuch Perſons are gone to ſettle or live 


in ſuch a Place or Colony for always; or 


that ſuch or ſuch Things are Everlaſting, or 
will wear or laſt Forever: Yet all theſe 
Terms being relative or periſhable Subjects, 

4 we 
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we never ſuppoſe that they will continue 
Forever, nor yet that their Continuance will 
be of equal Duration, though denominated 
by the ſame Expreſſion, for when we are told 
that two ſeveral Perſons are gone to ſettle or 
live in ſuch or ſuch a Colony or Place for 
always, we never ſuppoſe their Continuance 
there will be equa/ in point of Time or Du- 
ration, but that one may be removed by 


Death, or otherwiſe, much ſooner than the 
other. 
will laſt Forever, we only mean that they 
will be of a long, but not of an equal Du- 
ration ; for although we ſpeak of the Con- 
tinuance of Each, under the /ame Phraſe, 


yet we ſuppoſe that one may remain long 
| after the other is worn out or deſtroyed. 


So when we ſay that any two Things 


33 


WueRE their Worm dieth not, and their Mat. is. 44. 


Fire is not quenched. 

Wx cannot but obſerve here, that it is 
not ſaid Geena or Hell is a State where the 
Wicked do not die, but only that it is a State 


where they are miſerable without Intermiſ- 


tion, for /o long as they continue to live, their th. w 


Worm dietb not, and their Fire is not quenched. 


being laſting, as their future Duration is to 
them, in the common Acceptation of the 


Word, Everlaſting, becauſe they will nor 
ſurvive their Miſery ; fo that, even in the 


moſt literal Senſe, their Worm dieth not, 


and their Fire is not quenched, but ſuffered 


to 


Jerem. xvii. 


And the Miſery of the finally Impenitent, “s. 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


| 
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to burn even to their Death and utter De- 
| ſtruction. 
Rer-xiv. 72 Axp the Smoke of their Torment aſ- 
icendeth up eis Aiwras Away for Ages of Ages, 
or as we have rendered, Forever and Ever. 
Tux Wicked here ſpoken of are the 
Worſhippers of the Beaſt, and his Image or 
Repreſentatives, and who have received his 
Mark, or inliſted under his cruel and per- 
ſecuting Banners, being active in ſupport- 
ing his Tyranny, and in ſhedding the Blood 
of the Saints, whom God will avenge. And 
the Duration of the Torments of the Wick- 
ed are no Where in Scriptuse, (that I know 
of) repreſented as of ſo long Continuance, 
as here, for Ages of Ages. Hear then! all ye 
Popiſh and Proteſtant Perſecutors, and trem- 
ble, for the Wrath of God will be poured 
out againſt you without Mixture, into the 
Cup of his Indignation ; though doubtleſs 
this Puniſhment, both as to Meaſure and 
-Duration, will be ſuch as the ;Holy Angels 
and the Lamb will approve; for we are 
told, that it will be nice in their Pre- 
ſence. But how long the Period of their 
Sufferings may be, none can ſay, only the 
Subjects of it being mortal and periſhing, 
we cannet ſuppoſe it will be Endleſs, for 
then they muſt be Deathleſs, and ſo incap- 
Rev. ii. 11. Able of the. Secand Death, and of utter De- 
geg. . Aruction, which the Scriptures declare will 


2 The, i. 3. be their End. = 
E 
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Wr are all finite Beings, and meerly de- 
pendent on the Will of our Creator, for our 
Continuance in Being, and there is no Room 
to doubt, but as the moral and equitable 
Governour of the World, he will uphold 
us in Being in the next State, /o /ong, at 
leaſt, as to render to every one accordi 
to their Works; this is plainly the Voice o 
Reaſon and of Revelation, but the preciſe 
Length of our Exiſtence in the next State 
Reaſon cannot, and Revelation has not, any 


where that I know of, determined, any 


more than it has determined the preciſe 


Length of our Continuance here. 

BuT the common received Notion of 
the endleſs Duration of Sinners, in a State 
of Torment, for the Sins of this ſhort 
Life, appears to me, not only wholly un- 
ſcriptural, but like wiſe highly abſurd, as 
being contrary to all our beſt and primary 
Notions of the Deity, as a Being of infinite 
Juſtice and Benignity. And it is to be fear- 
ed that the repeated Attempts of many pious 
and well meaning Perſons to repreſent this 
Abſurdity as a Scripture-Doctrine, has 

reatly contributed to the Growth of Infide- 
ity among the rational Part of Mankind. 
For nothing can ſo effectually ſap the 
Foundations of Revelatien, as loading it 
with Abſurdities untenable by Reaſon, for, 
fince the Age of Miracles, Reaſon is the 
only defenſive Weapon of Chriſtianity; and, 


conſe- 
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Þy ſuppoſing its Subjects eternal, every one 
more eaſily perſuades himſelf, that Divine 


Syſtem, An. 
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conſequently, he who clogs our Faith with 
Notions, which cannot be ſupported by Rea- 
ſon, is doing all in his Power, though per- 
haps contrary to his Intention, to ſubvert 
and weaken the Evidences of Chriſtianity, 


Beſides, as one juſtly obſerves, the more ter- 
rible a future State of Puniſhment becomes, 


Y Mater, Mercy will exempt him from it. And we do 


not find, that this Notion of the endleſs Du- 


ration 


of Sinners, in a State of Torment, 


produces any remarkable Effect, or proves 
ſufficient to reſtrain Men from going on in 
wicked Courſes. The Fear of a violent 
Diſtemper, of a long but finite Continuance, 
would probably make a deeper Impreſſion 


upon 


them. For if we conſider Things 


rightly, we ſhall find, that the moſt fright- 
ful Ideas do not produce the greateſt Effects 
upon Men, but thoſe that bear their own 
Evidence along with them, and to which 
common Senle is obliged to aſſent. Every 
Opinion proceeding from a falſe Principle 
deſtroys itſelf, and which in this Cafe is 
even worſe, produces a Concluſion quite 
contrary to what was intended. And thus 
the Opinion of the endleſs Duration of Sin- 


ners, 1n a State of Puniſhment or Torment, 


has been of much more Uſe to lull Men 
a Sleep, than to awake them to their 


Duty. 
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NoTHinG that is over-ſtrained, or ſeems 
exaggerated, ſtrikes the Mind. Let a Tutor 
tell his Pupil, that his Father will hang him, 
if he doth not Study, he laughs at the Me- 
nace: it is too much d:/proportioned both to 
his own Demerits, and the Idea he enter- 
tains of his Father's Equity. Even Chil- 
dren have an Idea of Proportion: It is not 
in our Power to efface it: We are never 
perſuaded by what Men would make us 
fear, if it is diſproportioned to what we are 
ſenſible we have deſerved : Nor are we en- 
couraged or fatisfied, when flattered with 


what is contrary to the fame Proportion. 


If Senſe and Evidence do not confirm what is 
deſigned to he inculcated, we are never con- 
vinced; at moſt, we only imagine we believe 
it, For the Opinion of a miſerable Eternity, 
fo far ſhocks common Senſe, that I imagine, 
if any Man was to aſk the greateſt Criminal, 
when under a Senſe of his Guilt, what were 
his Notions of an Hereafter, he would rea- 
dily own, that he had in View a terrible Re- 
tribution. Nay, let him imagine the Con- 
tinuance of his Torments for a long Period, 


he will be ſo amazed and ſtupified, he will 


not know where to ſtop, but will not dare 


to ay on it unjuſt, But tell him it is 
to 


Eternal, and I apprehend he would 
feel within himſelf a determined No, a That 
would be unjuſt, I have nat deſerved it. 


I WT 
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BuT conſidering God, as the moral Go- 
vernour of the World, the inflicting ſuch 
finite Puniſhments, as above, is no ways in- 
conſiſtent with the moſt perfect Benevo- 
lence, ſince thoſe, who ſuffer, are ſuch only 
who are the deformed and rotten Members of 
the moral Body, who can no more be made 
ſtrait or ſound by the general Laws of the 
moral Kingdom, than a crooked or cor- 
rupted Member of the natural Body can be 
made ſtrait or ſound by the general Laws 
of the natural Kingdom. 


THrvs likewiſe in the Body Politick, if | 


any of its Members are irreclaimably Bad 
and Corrupt, the Governours, from the 
moſt benevolent Principle, ever order ſuch 
corrupt Members to be cut off, in order 70 
preſerve the reft of the Body from Corrup- 
tion; and if the Diſeaſe be highly Infectious, 
all prudent Means are to be uſed to prevent 
the Contagion ſpreading, though ſuch Means 
may be ſharp and painful. And ſometimes 
the wiſe and merciful Magiſtrate orders his 
Executions with Circumſtances of Terror, 
Ignominy and Pain, in order to deter others 
from offending in the like Sort. But then 
he is ever careful to proportion the Puniſh- 
ment to the Offence, and neyer deals out 
his Puniſhments wantonly, as taking delight 
therein, but ever ſentences the Criminal to 
Puniſhment with the tendereſt Pity, and 
only with a View to maintain the * 
an 
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and Force of thoſe Laws, from the due Ob- 
ſervance whereof, reſults the Health and 
Vigour of the Body Politick. 

THe whole of the Divine Adminiſtration, 
ſo far as it falls under our View; appears to 
be one harmonious Syſtem, conducted by 


General Laws; the Reſult of which are 


wiſely and kindly calculated for the greateſt 
poſſible Good, though from the uniform 
Adherence to thoſe Laws, Caſes ſometimes 
ariſe, which we, who only ſee a little Part, 
oft with to be exempted out of them. Thus, 
who is there, that ever ſaw a Man labour- 
ing under the Stone, Gravel, or a broken 
Limb, but wiſh'd him free from thoſe Pains. 
And yet is it not better, that thoſe general 
Laws ſhould prevail, from whence the ſe- 
veral Cauſes of thoſe Diſorders ſpring, than 
that thoſe general Laws ſhould be commonly 
ſuſpended or totally reverſed ? And is it not 
better, that the Species ſhould exiſt, expoſed 


to theſe Pains and Difaſters, (by which few 
in Compariſon ſuffer) than that they ſhould: 


not exiſt at all. Do not Men chuſe rather 
to live under Governments, where they know, 


that on the Violation of the Laws in certain 
Caſes, they will be expoſed to Death and 


Ruin, than to live without Government, and 
without Laws. Neither do Men complain 


of it as a Hardſhip, that they happen to be 


born under ſuch a Government, if the Laws 


be calculated for the publick Good ; nor do 
I 2 they 
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they even blame the Lawgivers for enact- 
ing ſuch Laws, although, at the very Time 


of enafting them, they might plainly fore- 


ſee, that many of their Subjects would ſuf- 
fer by them. 

And though the Deity ſees all Effects in 
their Cauſes, and therefore knows what will 
be the Iſſue of all his Works; and that 
many of his rational Subjects, for their Vio- 
lations, of the publick Laws of his Govern- 
ment, will uzterly periſh from out the Cre- 
ation; yet, as they will only be puniſhed 
each in exact Proportion to his Offences, 
and this in order to maintain the Dignity 
and Force of the Divine Laws, in the Sight 
of Angels and Men, and perhaps to Inter 
them from offending in the next World; 
for Angels finned even in Heaven, and if 
Angels. fell from 'thence, why may not 
Men? And as the reſt of the moral Body, 
by the lopping off theſe corrupt Members, 


will be preſerved alive, and in Health, is it 


not beſt that they ſhould periſh ? 

Ox, upon the Whole, is it not better - 6 
a great and extenſive Kingdom | ſhould be 
erected, and an infinite Number of Subjects 
be made happy therein, although it be cer- 


| tainly foreknown; that ſome amongſt them, 


for the Violation of certain known Laws, 


calculated for the publick Good, will become 


ſubjected to certain Pains and Penalties, and, 


at laſt, be abſolutely be the Society, 


and 
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and utterly deprived of an unhappy Being, 
which they can no longer ſupport, than 
that no ſuch Kingdom ſhould be erected. 

AND if any enquire why theſe hardened 
Sons of Vice and Violence are admitted, 
when their End is Deſtruction, and their 
Lives full of Miſchief ; It may be aſked, 
why are Drones and vitious Animals ad- 
mitted in their Species? And why are Tares 
and noxious Weeds ſuffered to infeſt the 
choiceſt Grain? It may be both are admit- 
ted by the uniform Operation of ſome Ge- 
neral Law, calculated for the greateſt Good; 
thus Attraction and Repulſion are generally 
beneficial in their Conſequences; and yet, 
by their uniform Operation, they have, in 
ſome Caſes, occaſioned Death to the beſt 
of Men, and ſtill it is beſt, nay neceſſary, 
on the Whole, that this uniform Operation 
ſhould be continued. | 

Bur ſome again will ſay, are we not the 
Workmanſhip of God, and as coming at 
firſt out of his Hands, are we not perfect? 
We are, as we juſt now. obſerved, feem- 
ingly produced in conſequence of ſome 
General Law, which God has ordained for 
the Propagation of our Species, and in that 
Senſe we are the Workmanſhip of his Hands, 
and we are relatively perfect, that is, we are 
properly fitted for that Rank and Station in 
God's Creation, which his ſovereign Wit- 


dom and Goodneſs deſigned us for, and has 
| | placed * 
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laced us in, though encompaſſed with ma- 
nifold Weakneſſes and Infirmities, both na- 
tural and moral. 'Thus the animal Crea- 
tion is, in its Degree, perfed, though infe- 
riour to us in Point of Intellect. 

Nz1THER are all in our own Species 
equally perfect, ſome are even born totally 
void of all Underſtanding, meer Idiots, and 
ſome of our Race ſeem but little, if any, to 
exceed the more fagacious Animals, in Point 
of Underſtanding: And many are born with 
deformed Bodies, and others with ſickly 
Conſtitutions, occaſioned by the weoug Me- 
chaniſm of the Body. 

ANp whence ariſes this, but from the 
Operation of ſome General Laws calcu- 
lated on the Whole for ſome other and 
beneficial Purpoſes, and therefore fit to be 

continued, though from their caſual Opera- 
tion in theſe particular Inſtances their Ef- 


fects are unpleaſing and unhappy. 


Ipfers and Monſters are in their Kind 
imper ect, and yet they are a Part of God's 
Creation; and from hence it ſeems to me 
highly probable, that God does not inter- 
poſe in any immediate Manner in our For- 
mation, but that we ariſe into Being in Con- 
ſequence of theſe General Laws, which he 
has ordained. 

And I am the rather confiemad.3 in this 
Opinion, from the Conſideration of Iſſue 
ariſing from the moſt inceſtuous and cri- 
= minal 
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minal Amours; and in the Formation of 


ſuch Iſſue, we can only ſuppoſe the Deity 


mits theſe his General Laws to operate, 
as they do, when he ſuffers the bloody Ruf- 
han to murder the Innocent; in which 
Caſe we ſee he does not ſuſpend the ani- 
mal Motion of the Murderer's Arm, nei- 
ther does he ſtop the Courſe or Laws of 
Nature to fave the Innocent from Death, 
but lets Death enſue the Blow, though the 
natural Conſequence of the other's Wicked- 
neſs. 

BuT it may be, the Deity, when he 
formed our Species, appointed a certain 
Law, by which this compound of Spirit 
and Matter, of which we are formed, ſhould 
be propagated and continued, in a certain 


Manner, and to a certain Degree. And 


thus by the General Law of Generation, 
which operates as uniformly as any other 
ſtated Law of Nature, we are born into 
the rational Kingdom. - And it is beſt this 
General Law ſhould prevail, without which, 
even the Species could not be continued, 
although by this Means ſome Subjects are 


introduced into this Kingdom, who, at laſt, 


for their untractable Tempers, and vitious 
Conduct, muſt be utterly baniſhed out of it. 
And thus by the uniform Operation of the 
General Law of Vegitation, Tares and 
Weeds intermingle and ſpring up with the 
Grain, and they grow together till the 

RE Harveſt, 
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1 Harveſt, and then the Huſbandman ſepa- 

Mat.xii.29, rates them, gathering the Wheat into his 

„Barn, and caſting the-Tares and Weeds into 
che Fire to be burned . and thus wilt e be 
with the irreclaimably Vitious at the Great 
Day. 


* 
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APPY is it for us, that when the Race 
of Life is run, its Shew and Glare is 
over, and the Body is dying under the 
Weight of Pain, Diſtreſs, or Diſeaſe ; Re- 
vilation then carries us. to the Mount of 
Hope, ſhews us a. diſtant Proſpe& of the 
Promiſed Land ; tells us we are every Mo- 
ment haſtening nearer to it; bids us take 
Courage, gilds our later Moments with the 
chearing Ho of a far happier State, where 
the Weary are at Reſt, and the Virtuous 
triumph in immortal Joy. 
Tnus God has promiſed that the Righ- 
teous ſhall go 4s Tom Alten into laſting Mat. ev. 
Life, and be rewarded every one according U. i. 2 
to his Works, and they ſhall take Poſſeſſion Rom: i 6- 
of that Inheritance which is zncorruptible, , l.. 
undefiled, and which fadeth not away, which | 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for all his faithful 
Followers, and into which they who enter 
ſhall not die any more, for they are equal 14k. . 36. 
K unto 
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— unto the Angels, and ſhall be crowned with 
Immortality and Incorruption, with a laſting 
Fe iv. 17 4 of Glory, ts macas Firiaz | Ta A 
kerne Foy” Al, through all the Generations or 
i of the Age of Ages; nay they ſhall 
7 Theſ. iv, be wache, ſemper, ever or always with the 
Heb. xi.z8, Lord, in a Kingdom, which cannot be 
1. 5. moved, and where they ſhall reign through 
. 5o, Ages of Ages, and thefe ſhall not die, nor 
be hurt of the Second Death. Though we 
muſt then depend on God for aur Continu- 
ance in Being, as at preſent, for ſurely none 
can imagine, that even Angels, or any the 
moſt exalted Creatures are, or poſſibly can 
be, independent on the Deity, as to theit 
Continuance i in Being. And tis the Grace 
and Promiſes of God, (not any thing we 
ſee in human Nature) which the us En- 
couragement to hope W an aal leſs DOR 
in a State of Future Happinels. 
AFTER the General Judgment, comerh 
„ the End of the World, when Chriſt ſhall 
deliver up the Kingdom to God, even the 
Father, and the Son alſo himſelf ſhall be 
ſubject unto him, that God may be all in 
all; and then ſhall theſe aerial Heavens; or 
ſurrounding Atmoſpheres, and this Earth 
paſs away with a great Noiſe, and this Ele- 
ments ſhall melt with fervent Heat; and the 
Earth alſo, and the Works that are Neuen 


ſhall be burnt up, 
Bor 
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Bur amidſt this general Wreck, the 

Righteous will be fately "lodged in chat 

happy World wherein dwelleth Righteouſ- 

neſs; for we, according to his Promiſe, look 

for new Heavens and a new Earth; and as: Per. 1. 13 


in the Univerſe there are Worlds and Syſ- 


tems, beyond Worlds and Syſtems, in infi- 
nite Sticceſſion; fo the new Earth or Region 
on which the Righteous will enter after the 
Reſurrection, may be ſome of the Planets 
or neighbouring Stars in theſe viſible, ſur- 
rounding Heavens or Hemiſpheres. Or this 
new Earth may be, as ſome have conjec- 
tured, the interior Earth and Heavens, be- 
fore mentioned; which, as they imagine, at 
the Conflagration of this outward Arch or 
Shell, will be made more meet for, or 

ed to, the Nature of our then Bodies. 
And in that new Earth, God will erect his 
Kingdom and Throne, dividing it into Na- Luke xli.zg 
tions and Principalities, over which perhaps Re. kts 
will be affigned Viceroys or Governours 3 „ .-+- 
for we are told that there are Authorities; Feb. ii. 10. 
Thrones, Dominions or Principalities, above Sit. . 27. 
all which Chrift is exalted ;” and there are 
—1 Manſions which Chriſt will prepare for John xr. 2, 
all His pious Followers; but there ſhall in 


no wiſe enter into that State, any thing which 
defileth; neither any one that worketh Abo- 
mination, but thoſe only who are Holy, 
and without Blemiſh. ; E 
' # 4 K 2 8 % And 
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Rave nad. q. AnD there God will wipe away all Tears 


from our Eyes, and there ſhall be no more 
Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, nor 


Rev, xxi, 3. Pain; and on that new Earth en. 


250 


Heb. i. 7. 


but it will perhaps bring forth its Fruits 

ntaneouſly, as did this before the Curſe ; 

2. the Waters of that happy Land are clear as 
Chryſtal, and of ſo enlivening a Nature, as 

to be called, The Waters of Life, and there 

+ blogmeth, the Tree of Life with immortal 

Fruit, whoſe Leaves are good for the Heal- 


Rer. nil. a. ing the Nations, of them which are ſaved. 


And we are told that the Children of the 


Mr. zi.2;. Reſurrection are as the Angels which are in 


Heaven; and our preſent State, and that of 
Angels, ſeems to be nearly allied, for we 
are made but a little Lower than the Angels; 


and we find, that when they have appeared 


on Earth, it has been in the Form and. Shape 


Mat. xvii. of Men, arrayed in white Garments, and 
Nr. . q. with Countenances, which ſhone like Light- 
ning. And when Chriſt was transſigured, 
Luk. ix. 29. his Countenance was altered, and his Face 
Mat. wii. a. did ſhine as the Sun, and bis Rayment was 


white and glittering as the Light; and after 


zee his Reſurrection, though he had he ſame 
Body, he came and ſtood in the Midſt of 


15, 20, his Diſciples, the Doors being ſhuet. 


xix. 3 


Ax p when Angels 3 on Earth, they 


Gen. nl. eat, and Manna is called Angel's Food, and 


our Saviour, even after his Reſurrection, and 


vn. l. firſt Aſcenſion, took a Piece of broiled F iſh, 


and 


1s; 
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and of a Heney-comb,''and did eat before ihn ci. 
his Diſciples j and he told them at his laſt 42, 43- 
Supper, that he would not thencefortli drink 

of the Fruit -of the Vine, until that Day Mat. xxvi. 
when: he ſhould drink it new with them, 

in his Father's Kingdom, even in the King- Mir. xu. 25 
dam e bas zie : 

Axp there we ſhall hunger no more for Rev. 1. 6. 
'ack of Food, becauſe Chriſt will then feed 17. 
us with Food ſuited to the Nature and Nou- 
riſhment of our then Bodies; neither ſhall 
we then thirſt any more for lack of Drink, - 
becauſe: he will lead us unto Fountains of 
living, or inlivening, Water... 

Axons have likewiſe talked with Men, 9 wi. 
and joined in Acts of ſocial Worſhip, a Mul- 4 12. 
titude of the heavenly Hoſt, praifing God, L. . 5.16. 
at dur Saviour's Birth, and ſaying, Glory to 3. 
God: in the Higheſt, and on Earth, Peace 
and Good-will towards Men. And Moſes 
and Elias talked with Chriſt ; and Chriſt, i. 0. 
after his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, talked iv. zz. 
with his Diſciples, and opened the Scrip- 
tures unto them; and the Angels and every = . 
Creature in the Heavens, are repreſented as 
aſoribing Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Power, 
unto him that ſitteth on the Throne, and 
unto the Lamb, forever and erer. 

Bur. we are told the Children of the Re- 
ſurrection neither marry, nor are given in Mr.xi.25. 
Marriage, but are as the Angels which are 
in the Heavens. And as Fleſh and Blood, 1c 0. 


in 
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in its preſent Condition, cannot inherit the I will 
Kingdom of Heaven, our Bodies muſt then ¶ to t 
undergo ſome proper Change, to adapt them | Cre 

to the Temperature of that new "Earth, may 

which we muſtthen inhabit. And perhaps and 

our Bodies will then be. cloathed iin-Robes | Scet 

of Light, as our Saviour's was during his A 
Transfiguration, and as Moſes was, whilſt he are 

talked with the Lord on the Mount, when and 

Tod. nix. the Skin of his Face ſbont, fo that the People || and 
Lake ts. ay” were afraid to come a near him, which feems grea 
to anſwer to his Appearance, at our Saviour's Hun 
Fransfiguration, and had much the fame Reg 

_ Effet on the Apoſtles, as before on the as 
Moelites. And theſe Shekinahs or Bodies, we 

leem to have been light as Air, for they en- imp: 

tered into a Cloud and diſappeared. And Bf ſhall 
when our Saviour "aſcended laſt, it is faid; Body 

48: i. 3. while they beheld, he was taken up, and a ſom t. 
Cloud received him out of their Sight; and | ployr 
whillt they looked ſtedfaſtly towards Hea- I perly 
ven, as he went up into Glory, behold two A 
Mien ſtood by them in white Apparel; which Þ into 
alſo ſaid, ye Men of Galilte, Why ſtand ye 
gazing up into Heaven? This fame Jeſus, 
who is taken from you into Heaven, ſhall 

fo cume in like — as ye have ſeen him 
go into Heaven. And ſurely Angels muſt 

be kindred Spirits, nearly allied to us, thus 
r tas be called Men, and our Bretbren, and 
Fellow Servants. And that Earth or World 


into u hichwe muſt go after the Reſurrection, 
Will 
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will ſeemingly, in many Things, beanalogous 
to this, only one Link higber in the Scale of 
Creation. And that, for ought we know, 
may. be a progreſſive State, as well as this, 
and ve may there be advancing to highet 
Scenes, and ſtill nobler Views. 

AND as the Children of the Reſurrection 
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are as the Angels, which are in Heaven, tai: x. 30 


and as theſe are miniſtring Spirits, ſo may wez 
and as they ſeem to have Bodies, in Form 
greatly reſembling ours, and yet capable of 


Mar, xit.2 5. 
> Heb. i. 14. 


transferring themſelves through the aerial 5:4. xii. 20 


Regions of our Atmoſphere, ſo may we; for 


as we are ignorant of the Eflence of Matter, 


we *know- not to what Degrees it may be 
improved in the next State. Though as we 
ſhall then, as well as now, conſiſt both of 
Body and Spirit; there ſeems to be no Rea- 
ſon to doubt, but that the Pleaſures and Em- 
ployments of that happy State, wil be Pro- 

perly adapted to both. 

Ax the Virtuous will not oaly go away 
into laſting Happineſs, but they will be re- 
warded; each in exact Proportion to his mo- 


ral Conduct, none ſhall loſe his Reward, but ht. . 42. 


the Reward will differ according 
haviour; for of ſome it is ſaid, great is their 


to our Be- x Cor. iii. ö. 


Reward in Heaven, which plainly implies; te *. 
"he Yer gk e | in GIO for ;; e vi. 23. 


None 


But perhaps ſome will ſay, did not the Labourers 
in the Parable, who went into the Vineyard at the 
Keventh 
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none can be called Great, but in Compari- 


ſon of thoſe which are Les. 

dale xe. 7. « {AND though Joy will be in Heaven over 
one Sinner that repenteth, more tham over 
Ninety and Nine juſt Perſons who need-no 

h 8 «ih Repent- 


Mat. xz. Eleventh Hour, receive as Lene as thoſe who en · 

tered in the Morning, and had borne the Heat and Bur- 

den of the Day, and did he not give unto the Laſt as 

unto the Firſt. Let us inquire a little What is meant 

by the Vineyard in this Place, and who are the Lahour- 

ers, and perhaps the Difficulty, or ſeeming Oppoſition, 

will vs niſh. Fhe Jetuiſb, and the Chri/tian Church, 

pP. lxxx. 8, are in Scripture frequently called God's Vineyard; and 

14. the Jews bein the Labores firſt admitted, and having, 

. 57 As they thought, not only continued longeſt in it, but 

Luke xz,g. having likewiſe, by many Perſecutions and Sufferings, 

3 Ccr. ii: . batne the Heat and Burden of the Day, they imagined 

themſelves intitled to'greater Wages or Advantages, than 

| the reſt of Mankind. But God, as the common Parent 

of all, ſaw fit, in the Advance of the Day, at-the Ele- 

venth Hour, to admit the Gentile World into the ſame 

Relation, by adopting them into the Chriſtian Chureb. 

Now the Jews thinking themſelves alone, the peculiar 

People ef God, 'were offended at this Equakey, © and, 

Mat. xx: B.) they murmured, but ſays the Lord of the 

Vineyard (vs 13.) why ſo h I have done you na Wrong. 

{v-22:) 1 have not leſſened your Advantages, and, 

v. 15.) why ſhould you repine at my extetlling-my 

; (Goodneſs unto others. Thus the Gemiles who were 

calleq laſt, (v. 16.) ſhall be firſt in Point of Adyantage ; 

and you Jews, who were firſt called, ſhall be Jaſt z and 

though many of you ¶ Jews, for to them was gur Lord 

ſpeaking): be, ot are now called, yet are there but few. 

of you choſen or approved as my Diſciples; and there- 

fore it is but meet that the Means and 

Goodneſs, which the Scripture Revelation furniſhes, 

mould be extended to the Gentiles; that ſo the Happi- 

of Mankind may be promoted, and the Honour of God 
advanced. F 
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„as there was ne and Re: 1. 5 43, 
hace, over the returnin igal, who *++5 27 
ad'beey loſt, and was found; than over the 
eldeſt Son, 'who; like the Ninety and Nine 
Juſt Perfbhs; had never gone aſtray; yet it 
is aid to the eldeſt Son, Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all that I ve is thine, 80 
that thoug gh there be Joy over the returning 
Sinner, yet the Fulneſs of Reward is with 


o never willin gly anne! the 29. 
r of his Father. 294 


80 in che Parable of the Talents; which 
vere intruſted to every Man; according to Mt. v. 14 
his ſeveral Abilities, we find, that he, who 


1 his Talents, is commended, and 
called à god and faithful Servant; and his 
| Lord telly Rim, thou haſt been faithful over 


io „I will make thee Ruler over 
Nh, [over Ten Cities,] enter thou Ls. xi. 25 
8c 10 of A... Lord. 8o every one 


oy as he improved 
Talents. bus he neglected to in- 
0 "Was 5 pantie, and his" Talent given 


d Ten. 

Ts: of all the Earth wilts htz gen. xe. 
2 8 Jos well, ſhalt thou not de N 

„ Aud hot only accepted, but fe- 
ed, every Man according to his Works. Luke vi. 33 
4 Chftfour Lord, who hath Eph. i. 14. 
Gr cd ch Poſfeſſien 
heripiér for us, and it 45 chrough RA w 6 
Acceſs into Es by him is Cn wy. 
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Acts xxvi. 
20, 


2 Cor. iv. 1 
John x. 10 
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reco the World unto himſelf, not 
imputing their 1 y unto them. For 
upon Repentance, he forgiveth the Peni- 
tent, an TX not only beſtows upon him a 
Reward proportioned to his Works, or the 
Sum of his moral Conduct, but giveth unto 
all the truly Penitent and Good, an ex- 


7: ceeding and eternal Weg of Glory, in 


Meaſure and Duration far exceeding che 
greateſt Deſerts of the beſt Courſe of Action 
of any Finite Being. But till proportioned 
in Degrees of Honour and Happineſs to the 
sum of gur moral Conduct or Behaviour, 
and or Tuwper and Difpolitions of our 
Min 

Can any of ens, of Men, whoſe Space 
is but as a Moment; challenge, as their Due, 


1 Cor. . ag AN immortal, incortuptible( — that fadeth 
hs © not away, as an adequate Reward for the 


John xiv. 


27 1 


beſt Courſe of Action on this ſhort finite 
Stage of Being? Surely not. For although 
the truly virtuous Man may deſerve, a State 


or Meaſure of Happineſs proportioned to his 
Virtue, yet he cannot claim or merit a State 


of Happineſs infiaite in Duration, and ex- 


; by ceeding in Degree, the Meaſure of hisGood- 


neſs. If then, both the Meaſure and Dura- 


tion of the Reward, far exceeds what. even 


N claim, 35a Matter of R ght and 
1 muſt be reckoned and —5 po ä 
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And did Chriſt our Lord lay down even 
his Life to open a Way for us into theſe 
joyous Realms? How 
in moſt grateful Sentiments to the Father of 
planned, and to Chriſt 


the Univerſe Who 
perfected, the Scheme 


our Divine Lord who 


- 


of our Salvation? 


a. * * 


1 
* „ 
F 4 a& 4 % 
* * 
Sy 
"4 = — 
6 0 
5 I 
17 ” 
- 9 
— 
44 
— 
— 44 1 . 
4 
” 2 
P * 
* 
F< 
8 1 * 
21 
A 7 — 
191 : 4 


-$1UCE bar Sils? 

ee EW £22595 4 5 
| * 

NU 1g 10 18 Y 


„ Emo bis bon 


7 : % 
u vs bas 305: 


U 
** iy 


þ F: 8 6 : 
DOD $14): TL, + 
SS £4 


ought we to abound 


CV NAUITI Of 

* 2 1 
eM: 
19Y 90771 


I Eu * 
CHAP, 

7 20 
2/2. 30,10. (Nj 4 


81S 085 N e 


4 al 31 a 102 


75 


| . N The Conchufion. © - VAR: 
wel vp p Fs 15 15 © 8 


wo + , Hot iy 


"© 1 A F. t al) = wy 
De Cuncluſon. NO 


HUS when the appointed Period ſhall 
come of our Releaſement from Hades, 
the truly Pious and Good will obtain a joyous 
Entrance into the Kingdom of-their Lord. 
There they will be met by the ſhining Hoſts 
of Heaven, and weleoimed to thoſe new and 
glorious Abodes of Life and Happineſs. 
There wilh they be preſented with Crowns 
and Harps of Gold, cloathed in ſhining Ray- 
ment; led to Bowen of Bliſs and Groves of 
Harmony, given to drink of the Waters of 
Life freely, and to taſte the Fruit of that 
Tree, which is good for the n and 
Refreſhing the Nations. | 
In Emenuel's-Land ſhall the joyous Inha- 
bitants, tune their Harps and Voices to hea: 


venly Accents, in the Praiſes of the Father 


of the Univerſe, -who- ſitteth; upon the 
bs and to the Larpb, who was lain, 
but who Aliveth Foreyet and Ever. 


THERE will the Pious live in the Midſt . 


of moral Culture, perpetually encreafing in 
| Knowledge and Benevolence; converſing 


with 
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e who have 
Kfer Wag CIES, e 
all th the Ages oft 0 * 4 

Turn all — and Oppre 1 


een 58 and Dilcaſe,,. iy - 
Wax, way, and th — Wiſe and Good alone 


ne 


will bar Sway, and Health and Joy wall fat 
an every "SO. 
(jp AE ſhall we behold the Wikdam . 


Works of God, 1 hotter ue 


of View. 


Turxx ſhall we ke the 1 99 9 of 


Providence. and moral Government, 


up and upfold, and even the darkeſt Scenes 


the Divine Adminiſtration will then ap» 
not only juſt and equitable, . — onen 


ri bright, _— wiſe, mgreSul-dpd 
FT 20 oC tots nds 
—.— os Froſpoct . — ha ſhould ani- 

mate us in the Practies of N 
Virtue, and render us ſupexjor to the Frowns 
and Smiles. of an up{HInGIPS World; which, 
bad as it may ſeem to ſome, is yet exet * 
Sentiment on the Side of Virtue. * 

Bur it ſhould be remembred, 
guid Pietys! and a partial Love and — 
of Virtue gan go hut a little 5 towards 
fitting a Man for that exalted State of Holi 
neſs and Happineſs, into which .1 


entreth that deſileth. How, many ſeeming z 
Chriſtians then muſt be amended, before 


they can be admined to that gltious Saw, 


into 


— 'S 
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The — 
into which thoſe who enter muſt 9 pron 
and without Blemiſh; and yet none whib 
live here have, as Jet, attained, or are at. 
Teady perfect. 
How dreadful ad terrible then muſt be 
the Caſe of thoſe bardy or heedlefs Offenders, 
vrho live in a daily and open Violation of the 
Divine Laws, and who have nothing to ex- 
ct, but the Infliction of * thoſe Pains and 
Batter the leaſt of which would make 
Ge hardeſt * tremble. 11 . 
> READER- e here, and let thine 
8 ——. thy Character * 
prevutlingly Good, don't reſt fatisfied 
wy preſent Attainments : remember, thy 
Expedts"thsTmprovenient of thy Bhs 
Tents, © © 


Ie thou art. the Slave of Vice and- Folly; 
ap! q quit thyſelf f as a Man! brake the Bands 
Slavery Ft tk no longer in a Road 
2 leads to N Se Pain and Death. The 
only Wag es Sin beſtows in the End, and 
which cy none but the Thoughtleſs and 
Inconfiderate would ever ſerve for. A 
En rx then the Gates of Wiſdom ! and 
walk in the Ways of Religion ! become the 
Subject and Servant of Chriſt! his Wages are 
Peace and Pleaſure here, immortal Life and 
Joy _—_— 2 theſe ! wo ho fo 
y ſtriving for, happy is he who fo. 
Tem a5 ty obtain them. 


Gal 5 1 N "2 8. 


